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CIGNA Healthcare Celebrates the Artist in
Each Child

CIGNA HealthCare is proud to spons
Connecticut Association of Schools Elemi
tary Arts Recognition Program. CIGNA ¢
ebrates the efforts of teachers all around
state to bring the performing and visual arts
to life for Connecticut children and to recognize and nur1
ture the artist in each student.

CIGNA also salutes the students who will be presen
at the Aqua Turf Club in early March, and the efforts of

every student artist throughout our state. CIGNA congrat-

ulates them on a job well done!

CL&P to Sponsor Environmental Conference
By Dr. Robert Carroll, Assistant Executive Director

Connecticut Light and Power is the sponsor of the
Ninth Annual Environmental Awareness Confer-
ence scheduled to attract hundreds of fifth and
sixth grade students from across the state. Heightenin
elementary and middle school students' awareness of
environmental issues is an early step toward building a
lifelong commitment to protecting our natural resources
Northeast Utilities (NU), CL& P's parent company,
shares this commitment and has joined the Connecticu
Association of Schools (CAS) in sponsoring this year's
conference.

"NU is committed to the belief that corporations
have a responsibility to protect the environment and
therefore we are happy to join CAS in sponsoring this
most worthwhile conference," said Christie Bradway of
NU and a member of the CAS Environmental Commit-
tee. "We at NU are pleased to have the opportunity t
bring environmental awareness to our young people.”

"NU recognizes the importance of inspiring the next
generation of environmental stewards through invest-
ment in education today," said Michael G. Morris, chair
man, president, and chief executive officer of NU who
began his career as an environmentalist. "Our sponso
ship of this conference also continues a company tradi-
tion of investing in environmental education.”

All of the state's 800 elementary schools and its 155
middle schools have been invited to send up to four stu
dents with an interest in the environment to the March
23rd conference, which will be held at Central CT State

ey University in New Britain.

% " I:aneclicul The day will include
‘(@ﬂw‘ Light & Power continued on page 9
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LEGAL MAILBAG

By Attorney Thomas B. Mooney, Neag School of Education, Univ. of

Editor's Note: As part of a
new feature in the BUL-
LETIN, we invite readers t
submit short, law-related
questions of practical con
cern to school administra
tors. Each month we will
. select guestions and publis
answers. While these
answers cannot be considere
formal legal advice, they
may be of help to you and
your colleagues. We may edit your questions, and we will not identif

authors. Please submit your questions to legalmailbag@casaiac.or

Dear Mailbag:

= A parent told me that my assistant said some rotten things
about me. When | confronted him, he told me to bug off,
because under the First Amendment he is free to say whatever he V

What can | do? My Ears Are Burning
A = Your assistant is incorrect. The First Amendment protectic

applies when public employees speak out on matters of pu
concern. If that speech harms close working relationships or otherw
seriously impedes the operation of the school district, however, it ne
not be tolerated. Your assistant's speech was not protected, and | h
that he is looking for another job.

Dear Burning:

Dear Mailbag:

= A parent just threatened to sue me. The parent has joint ¢

tody of his son with his ex-wife, and she just enrolled him

school in Florida. When | got the request, | sent the records to the |
school in Florida, and now dad is claiming that | violated his rights.

Help! Principal Under Attack
l \. You can rest easy. The law provides the schools may sen

records to a receiving school without the consent of paren
Moreover, here Mom has custody and gave you consent (though we

Dear Under Attack:
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imagine that mom and dad will be in court over this). Note a new s
law, however, that provides that districts must provide notification to
ents when records are sent, unless the parent has already given co
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connecticut news & notes

What's in the hopper? New Jersey and Minnesota — that have gambling curriculumps in
The following are just a few of the education-related bills under the schools.)

consideration by the 2001 Connecticut General Assembly. ~ * H.B. No. 5740 AN ACT CONCERNING TEACHERS AND
4 S.B. No. 165AN ACT CONCERNING CHLAMYDIA TEST- INCENTIVES FOR TEACHING IN CERTAIN SCHOOL DIS-
ING. TRICTS.

Statement of Purpos@o reduce the number of cases of chlamy-Statement of Purpose: To establish programs to improve the |evel
dia in secondary schools, colleges and universities. (In a bid to of compensation for teachers in priority school districts, teachers
slow the spread of chlamydia among teenagers and young aduftsschools on the list of schools in need of improvement and
a state senator is proposing that every incoming high school teachers in subject shortage areas. To extend the period of tine for
senior and college freshman in Connecticut be required to undditipgual education teachers to meet certification requirements. To
testing for the sexually transmitted disease. Chlamydia has beeffaive the fees for certification examinations for candidates who
spreading quickly, both nationally and in Connecticut, with the Meet criteria specified by the department. To establish a program
number of reported cases in the state increasing by 18 percentt0 assist minority teachers to obtain masters degrees. To proyide
between 1996 and 1999. Public health experts are zeroing in ofi/fads to New Haven for a number of programs to assist the school

as a possible factor in both infant mortality and infertility. The district in recruiting teachers.
proposed bill would require testing but would not make seeking® H.B. No. 5753Title: AN ACT CONCERNING PERFOR-

treatment a condition of enrolling in school. Students would beMANCE ON THE CAP TEST AND ATTENDANCE AT PUB-
required to show proof that they had been tested but would not & INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

required to report the results. According to the bill's author, a Statement of Purpos@b provide scholarships for attendance g
testing program would be an effective tool because so many of public institutions of higher educa_t|on to students who perfprm
those infected with chlamydia are not aware they have the dis- Well on the test. (Two representatives have introduced a bill that
ease.) would offer college scholarships of $1,000 for each passing score
4 S.B. No. 230/H.B. No. 5075AN ACT CONCERNING SPE- a student achieves on each section of the CAPT, for a maximum

CIAL EDUCATION FUNDING AND THE USE OF AUDIO- scholarship of $5,000. The scholarship funds would have to Qe
TAPE TEXTBOOKS IN THE CLASSROOM. used at one of Connecticut's public colleges.)

Statement of purpos@hat a special education grant be estab- * H.B. No. 6632Title: AN ACT CONCERNING SPECIAL

lished to provide funding for equipment and the training of specllPUCATION PLACEMENTS AND SPECIAL EDUCATION
education teachers in the use of audiotape textbooks in the classl UDENTS IN THE CHOICE PROGRAM.

room for students with disabilities such as blindness and dyslex@{atement of Purpos&p make the school district where a foster
that the department provide ongoing payments to school distric@ild is placed responsible for providing special education angi
for the cost of borrowing audio tape textbooks for special educdelated services to such child and to make such school distrigt

—

tion students. financially responsible for such education and related servicep up
4 S.B. No. 447AN ACT CONCERNING TEACHER CERTI- to its average per pupil educational cost. To make the state
FICATION AND FORMER MILITARY PERSONNEL. responsible for the education of students placed in safe homes by

Statement of Purpose: To implement the federally sponsored the Department of Children and Families. To make the state
Troops to Teachers Program to facilitate the transition from milifésponsible for the education of students placed in alternativg to
tary service to teaching careers. incarceration programs. To make receiving districts responsibjle
4 S.B. No. 537AN ACT CONCERNING TEACHER AND for the cost of special education for students in the choice prg
ADMINISTRATOR CERTIEICATION AND AN EXTENSION gram and to provide full state reimbursement for the cost of such
PERIOD. education to receiving districts. To change the time frame for

Statement of Purpose: To provide for a short term extension of counts for the special education excess cost grant.
teacher and administrator certificates in order to alleviate the * H.B. No. 6633 AN ACT CONCERNING TRANSPORTA-

teacher and administrator shortage. TION TO CHARTER SCHOOLS AND CHARTER SCHOOL

% S.B. No. 1175AN ACT CONCERNING THE CONNECTI- CONSTRUCTION GRANTS. _

CUT ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TEST. Statement of Purpose: To require local and regional boards of edu-
Statement of Purpose: To change the academic year that studef@é0n to provide transportation to students who reside in theif

take the CAP test from the sophomore to the junior year. school districts and attend a state charter school. To provide ptate
4 S.B. No. 1203AN ACT CONCERNING RETIRED EDUCA- 9grants, within available appropriations, for the full cost of such
TOR REEMPLOYMENT. transportation. To allow state charter schools to receive scho¢l

Statement of Purpose: To amend the teachers' retirement statufg@struction grants.

to allow retired educators to be temporarily employed by school* H.B. No. 6751 AN ACT CONCERNING MASTERY TEST
districts in shortage areas and earn no more than ninety per ceRXEMPTIONS FOR LIMITED ENGLISH-PROFICIENT STU-

of the entry-level salary for the assigned subject area. CurrentlyPENTS. o _ _
they are allowed to earn no more than forty five per cent of SuCﬁtatement of Purpose: To limit the exemptions from the Connecti-

salary. cut Mastery Test and the Connecticut Academic Performancqg Test
4% H.B. No. 5434AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION oN for limited-English-proficient students to students enrolled for jone
PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH GAMBLING. year or less, rather than three years or less, in a program of bilin-

Statement of Purpos@b provide information to children at an  9ual education or English as a second language.

early age to educate them on the problems that may be associated . . . .

with gambling. (Two lawmakers have proposed a bill to require  FOr more information about major education-related
school districts to start gambling prevention programs as early asPills, visit http://www.cga.state.ct.us/olr/2001majoris-
the elementary level. Connecticut would join two other states — sues/education.htm.




national news & notes

B ERRATUM: Please be aware that th
address for South Windsor H.S. was print
ed incorrectly in the new CAS Member-|
ship Directory. The correct address is:

[¢)

B No Longer No. 1: If Americans could

ment—released the booklets last week. Theyent population of 5th graders to 7th grade
_outline a variety of ways for improving students, with a booster program in 9th grade.
schools, including professional development It will continue to use police officers, but
ideas for teachers and administrators; how tanore in the role of coach, less as lecturer.
use federal aid to support comprehensive  The NEW YORK TIMES reports that the

161 Nevers Road, South Windsor, C1| reform; how to match spending with specific new DARE program will "work largely on

06074 strategies; and using independent evaluatorschanging what are known as 'social norms'
Please amend your membership directd ryto collect an_d analyzc_a test scores. The book-a_rr_long student;." Research suggests that tra-
. lets are available online at ditional prevention programs could lead stu-
accordingly! http://www.naschools.org/respub/. dents to "overestimate how many of their
Fokkkok peers use drugs" and peer pressure could

cause students to seek out drugs, rather than

choose, more of them would spend govern- B The Educational Testing Service has stay away from them. So, the new DARE
ment money on health-care programs than oannounced that it will stop “flagging" the testill be careful not to paint a picture of wide-
schools, according to a survey by the Nationscores of students with physical or learning spread drug use.

al Opinion Research Center. It found that disabilities who take its standardized tests

respondents were most likely to choose with special accommodations, like extra time
health-care programs from a range of 21 govFhe new policy — covering the Graduate £
ernmental programs. Government spending Record Examination, the Graduate Manage-| | £
included local, state, and federal levels. ment Admission Test, the Test of English as| |z
According to the survey of 2,817 people, 69 Foreign Language and Praxis, a test for teag g
percent of Americans want more funding for ers — will go into effect in October. The £
health-care programs, while 66 percent prefeannouncement is part of the settlement of a g
that the money go to education. Spending orawsuit filed by a California man with no £
education had been the public's No. 1 priorithands who was granted extra time and the y |3
in 1996 and 1998, according to the survey, of a computer for taking the time manage- ||*
"Trends in National Spending Priorities, ment test. The new policy does not include

1973-2000," which is conducted every two the tests given for medical or law school. No

years. The report is available online at does it cover the SAT.
*kkkk

B One of the nation's most widely used
B Road Maps for B&form: A new series of drug-prevention programs is undergoing
free booklets that provide recipes for compremajor changes to make it more effective. —
hensive school reform are now available on Drug Abuse Resistance Education, popularlyf =
the Web. New American Schools—an Arling-known as DARE, will incorporate new strate-{swiocamis com e g
ton, Va., based group that promotes researctgies and gear its message to older students.  \yinston Central School District finds a

www.norc.uchicago.edu/online/spend00.htm.

R i L L oy w——— -2

based strategies for schoolwide improve- ~ The program's focus will shift from its cur- solution to overcrowded classrooms.

ccording to a new report by the American Association

University Women, Hispanic girls are lagging behind o
racial and ethnic groups of girls in several key measures o
educational achievement. Analyzing the differences in eddu
tional achievement between Latinas and other groups of g
the report finds that:
 the high school graduation rate for Latinas is lower tharn
girls in any other racial or ethnic group;

e Latinas are less likely to take the SAT exam than their
White or Asian counterparts, and those who do score lowe
average than those groups of girls;

« compared with their female peers, Latinas are under-
enrolled in Gifted and Talented Education and AP courses
« Latinas are the least likely of any group of women to cq
plete a bachelor's degree.

The report, citing Census Bureau statistics, indicated t
the dropout rate for Latinas ages 16 to 24 is 30%, compare
with 12.9% for blacks and 8.2% for whites. Only 10% of Hi
panic women completed four or more years of college, con
pared with 13.9% of blacks and 22.3% of whites. The repo
calls upon schools to do more to recognize cultural values
saddle Hispanic girls with family responsibilities, such as c
ing for younger siblings, that take away from educational
endeavors. For more information about the report, visit
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http://www.aauworg/2000/latina.html

LONDON - In the biggest study to date examining the influence of birth
weight on intelligence, scientists have found that babies born on the
heavy side of normal tend to be brighter as adults. Experts have long
known that premature or underweight babies tend to be less intelligent as
children. But the study, published this week in the British Medical Jour-
nal, found that among children whose birth weight was more than 5.5
pounds - considered normal - the bigger the baby, the smarter it was likely
to be. The researchers found that men whose birth weight was at the low
end of the normal range had a 31 percent likelihood of receiving a college
degree, while males who had the highest birth weights had a 45 percent
likelihood of obtaining a higher education. Scientists think it has some-
thing to do with bigger babies having bigger brains, or perhaps more con-
nections within their brains. But the lead researcher on the project said
there was no need for parents of smaller infants to despair - the results
were averages and size at birth doesn't necessarily determine intellectual
destiny. "Birth weight is only one of numerous factors that influence cog-
nitive function. It may not actually be a very powerful one," said Marcus
Richards, a psychologist at Britain's Medical Research Council who con-
ducted the study. "Parental interest in education - being in the PTA and
getting involved in your child's homework - has an enormous impact, one
that may even offset the effect of birth weight." Similarly, Richards said,
the head start enjoyed by hefty babies can be squandered. Living in an
overcrowded home, breathing polluted air or being caught in the middle of
a divorce tend to diminish children's intelligence scores, he said. (Source:
Heavier Babies Become Smarter Adults, Associated Press, Jan. 26, 2001)




. .. more national news & notes legal news & notes

B In an effort to help educators and policymakers ensure that using tests to|md®e” California teacher who sued the Las Virgenes Uni-

decisions that have high-stakes consequences for students are educationally sdi§qSchool District because he believed a principal

and legally appropriate, the Department of Education office for Civil Rights (DCRjongly changed grades he gave three students has won
has recently released The Use of Tests When Making Hugh-Stakes Decisior|s fBis case in state appeals court. The ruling has two
Students. In a review of legal principals, the guide points out that test score flisg#iects: It says that a teacher's grade is final, and that
ities among groups of students do not alone constitute discrimination under fedédarks for conduct must be considered grades. "We now
law. "The guarantee under federal law is for equal opportunity, not equal restiltsiiave a landmark case stating clearly that final letter
Because Constitutional challenges to testing programs under the Fourteenth| grades and citizenship marks are the domain of the issu-
Amendment have raised both equal protection and due process claims, the guidiey teacher," said James Ferris, who sued the district.
recommends that educators ensure that the testing program is reasonably rglatedrigs, who teaches math and music at Wright M.S. in

a legitimate educational purpose, students receive adequate notice of the te$t apdlabasas, gave the students unsatisfactory conduct

its consequences, and that students are actually taught the knowledge and skillgrades in music because they had been disruptive,
measured by the test. The guide also includes resources related to the test egsgiRin they received A's and B's for their classwork.
ment and nondiscrimination principles dlsc'u.ssed in the gwd'e that policymakerspe grades meant the students could not participate in
and educators can use to ensure that de_C|S|ons that have hlgh-s_takes_cpnsequ%%%hool.s honor society or go on a field trip. In

for students are made accurately and fairly. For a copy of the guide, visit response to complaints from their parents, the principal

www.ed.gov/offices/OCR/testing/index.htmi. changed the conduct grades to satisfactory, arguing the
parents had not been given adequate notice that their
B To address employers' concerns thatwere effective only in specific situations children were being disruptive and needed to change
high school graduates were not prepare@nd for specific age groups. "Our find- thejr pehavior. The 2nd District Court of Appeals made
for the demands of the workplace, teachings surprised us because we didn't  {he ryling in January, upholding a Los Angeles Superior
ers in the Kent school district in Wash- expect to see any effect from these Court decision(Source:Scripps Howard News Service
ington state have begun giving studentspledges, but it was just the opposite,” ;1 journal Inquirer, Jan. 23, 2001)
grades for "Employability.” Along with Peter S. Bearman, the lead investigator. I
the usual marks in mathematics, sciencéaid in a prepared statement. "The effe(g The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals held that allowing
and other academic subjects, students tiveness of pledging depends on Stu- ¢ yents to grade the work of other students violates the
now receive a second grade for each  dents' ages,” he said in the statement. ¢, gy cation Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). In
course that takes into account their worKAmong adolescents aged 18 and older )
habits, commitment to quality, atten-  pledging makes no difference. Among
dance and punctuality, and communica-16- and 17-year-olds, pledgers delay se
tions and interpersonal skills. While thesignificantly. Among the youngest ado-
grades are not factored into students' lescents, the effect of pledging depends . NN L
overall grade point averages, those whastrongly on the social environment of cludgs gducanona] |n§t|tut|on§ from receiving federal
score well on the measurements earn athe teen's school." The study was basefunding if the}’ maintain a policy or practice of disclos-
"hire me first" card they can present to on data from the Add Health study, a g & student_s eqlucatlonal records without obtaining
employers during job interviews. A Congressionally mandated project that Proper authorization from a student or parent. The.c.ourt
1997 survey of area employers found ~Sent questionnaires to about 90,000 micfound that the Owasso students graded work qualified
that even students who did well academdle and high school students and fol-  as education records within the meaning of FERPA

Falvo v. Owasso (Okla.) Independent School District,
students successfully challenged the practice of grading
one another's work and calling out their own grades in
class, alleging the practice violated FERPA. FERPA pre-

ically were not prepared for the lowed up with detailed, in-home inter- because such documents contained information directly
demands of the workplace, particularly views with 20,000 of those youths and related to individual students and were maintained by
when it came to working with others,  their parents. the school. Because graded work is protected under
showing up on time, and working hard. Hkkkk FERPA, the court found that peer grading and mandato-

Anthony Zeiss, who has conducted B A new report released by U.S. Sur- ry grade disclosure violated FERPA and granted the stu-
extensive research on workforce-devel- geon General David Satcher shows thaldents' injunction, barring Owasso from continuing the
opment and workplace issues, said thatwhile arrests rates for violent crimes by grading practice in its classroongSource:Principal
academic success is not the most imporyouth have dropped substantially in Leadership January 2001)
tant, or even one of the top require- recent years, the epidemic of youth vio- Fokkkok
ments, for strong job performance. Sevience in the U.S. is not over. At the B The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals held that the state
eral of his surveys show that employerssame time, the report found a number oof Nevada is not required to pay for educational services
more than anything else, look for appli- existing programs that are highly effec- of 5 disabled student schooled at homeHdioks v.
cants with positive attitudes and effec- tive in preventing serious violent behav-cark County School Systef@hristopher Hooks, a dis-
tive communications skills. ior and eliminating major risk factors for ypjeq child educated at home, requested state subsidiza-
K . violence.Youth Violence: A Report of tion for speech therapy under the Individuals with Dis-

W Teenagers who make public pledgesthe Surgeon Generakamines factors uiies Act (IDEA). At the time of the claim, students
to delay sexual intercourse until they arghat lead young people to gravitate ' ’
married tend to wait longer to have sex toward violence, reviews the factors tha
than those who do not make such "vir- protect youth from perpetrating vio-

inity pledges," a study by researchers lence, and identifies effective research- . . .
g,[ th)éFEJnivgersity of No¥th)é:arolina at based preventive strategies. A full copy (The law has since changed to aI_Iow disabled children
Chapel Hill concludes. However, they of the report can be viewed at WV\,\,\,_Sur_schooled at home to access services.) Rather than seek

discovered that the virginity pledges  geongeneral.gov/library/youthviolence/. exception from the school dis'_[rict or enroll in_school,
continued on following page

receiving the home-education exemption from Nevada
education regulations were not allowed access to a
school's instructional or ancillary services under IDEA.
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CAS OPPOSES BILL ON SCHOOL START
TIME
Position Statement

SB Bill 14: "To prohibit regularly scheduled instruction
classes before 8:30 a.m. in any public school."

The Connecticut Association of Schools opposes this bill|at
this time for the following reasons: Featuring:
4+ Rick Pinette
1. There is concern that the start of the school day sholld Nationally Acclaimed Motivational Speaker

remain a prerogative of the local school district and not

become a state mandate. If a local district would like to $tait

school later in the morning, this could be done -- the locd
Board's decision.

The Connecticut Association of National Honor Societies

presents
THE THIRD ANNVAL STATE CONFERENCE
May 21, 2001

Hartford Marriott Rocky

< David Cordts +*

NASSP Associate Director of Student Activities
4+ Theodore Sergi+*

| . . .
Connecticut Commissioner of Education

An opportunity for National Honor Society members, Faculty Courcil

2. The bill as written includes all levels K-12. Even if the | ,omners, and Honor Society advisers to come together to create dnthusi
research were accepted that older students would benefit asm for scholarship, stimulate a desire to render service, enhancg and
from a later start due to sleep patterns, there is no reasop tg promote leadership skills, and focus on character developmen

affect younger students.

3. There is research about the benefits of older students

starting school late. However, this research should be
reviewed by experts to be sure the benefits are not out-
weighed by the deficits.

a. It may be that many students prefer an early stal
the day and are not affected by the sleep pattern problen
Their day would be unnecessarily delayed.

b. Younger students could be required due to bus
scheduling to wait for buses and travel in the dark.

c. There would be the expense of paying for more
buses in many districts. Is this cost justified since it wou
be reflected in the education budget?

d. The majority of high schools start at about 7:30 4
An 8:30 start would mean a dismissal at approximately 3
p.m. This would limit the activities of students in the p.m
including athletic programs (especially during the shorter
daylight winter days), co-curricular activities, work experi
ences and participation in cross district educational progi

Recommendation:Refer this issue to a study committee
which will review literature, study implications and find oy
what has happened in districts and states which have ini
late openings. This could be expanded to include a revig
the school calendar.

Written by Thomas F. Galvin, Assistant Executive Directo

. t a mini-confer-
ence at Weaver .
High School on ﬂée-

For further information, contact CANHS Chair Don Gates, 860.342.1720.

NEASC SAYS SCHOOLS WITH LOW SCORES MAY
STILL BE GREAT SCHOOLS

10 By Tom Galvin, Assistant Executive Director

January 30th, urban

administrators were
d advised by NEASC Com-

mission on High Schools
..mDirector Dr. Pamela
15Gray-Bennett that the
NEASC visiting team
judges not if students
reach expected levels, bu
amwg/hether the schools know

whether or not the stu-

dents achieve these level
t  and what they are doing Dr- Pam Gray-Bennett (I) and Dr. Gladys Labas
iateghout it. The result is that
W Gf is possible that schools with low scores may be judged "great"
because of their excellent programs and schools with high scores may
not be favorably judged because of weak programs.

Dr. Gray-Bennett explained that the changes in the accreditation

=

Legal, continued

process resulted from a decision to shift the NEASC mission to an
emphasis on teaching and learning with a clear purpose to maximize
student learning. In cooperation with the Northeast and Islands Region-

Hooks filed a complaint with the Nevada Department of Educa- al Laboratory at Brown University, the standards were redesigned and
tion and then argued in federal court that home education shoulgeduced to seven, four directly related to teaching and learning and thre
be included in the definition of "private school or facility,” there- serving as supports for teaching and learning. The "visit" was also

by granting disabled home-schooled students access to serviceghanged and now emphasizes to a much greater extent evidence of stu:

under IDEA. The 9th Circuit held that IDEA grants states the

disdent learning, including student work samples, shadowing of students in

cretion to determine whether school includes or excludes home classes and portfolios.
education. Because Hooks was not enrolled in "school” as defined Schools interested in more information are encouraged to use the

by the laws of Nevada, the state was not obligated to subsid
the speech therapy services available to disabled students u
IDEA. (Source:Principal Leadership January 2001)

ize accreditation web site: www.lab.brown.edu/neasc.
nder  The CAS Urban Principals’ Committee is chaired by Dr. Gladys
Labas, principal of Maloney High School in Meriden.



Schools, Students Can Succeed Without Acing

State Mastery Test
By Patricia DeRenzo

The item below was written by Patricia DeRenzo, principal of Clinton
Avenue School in New Haven, in response to an article which appeared in
theNew Haven Registeabout the ten New Haven Schools that fell on the
state's list of "failing schools." Ms. DeRenzo's article appeared iR#ugs-
terin November 1999. It is reprinted here with the permission of the author.

Labeling by using one part of one measure -- the Connecticut Mastery
Test -- is a deliberate misrepresentation of what our students and schools are

CT Commissioner of Education Ted Sergi capable. Itis an attempt to further demean and attack our minority students
and urban schools.
COMMISSIONER SERGI ENCOURAGES The state is aware through its mandated annual school profiles of the
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN many factors that affect student performance, particularly on the Connecticut
THE SUMMER Mastery Test. It is aware of the socio-economic status of most of our par-

ents, and how the effect of poverty, English language limitations, mobility,
class size, and limitations in support services affect the test performance of

Conard High School in West Hartford was host to a Our urban minority students. _ _
State Department of Education update conducted by the It is aware of how inappropriate the Connecticut Mastery Test is for our
Connecticut Commissioner of Education Dr. Theodore children whose first language is Spanish. Yet the state still requires that after

Sergi on January 24th. Over 60 high school administratoffree years in the bilingual program, these children must take the Connecticu
had an opportunity to become familiar with the points of Mastery Test. | wonder if after three years of Spanish language instruction
view and activities of the department and the commissiordBembers of the legislature would pass the test "at goal" if the test were giver

and ask questions of interest and concern. in Spanish. _

ment programs for high school administrators. Dr. Sergi 'eleased a list of elementary and middle schools, including Clinton Avenue
agreed with the concern of many that it is increasingly difSchool, whose fourth-grade students from 1998 did not meet the 20 percent
ficult for principals and assistant principals to leave their "g0als” level of mastery on the test. _
buildings while school is in session and encouraged greater At Clinton Avenue, we use several criteria to indicate success in our
use of summer time for in depth professional developmerfichool's educational program. The Connecticut Mastery Test is only one of
programs. He stressed that this not only addresses the idéigevarious assessments used to measure student learning. Various district,
of leaving school while in session, but it is a time when School and teacher-designed assessments are used throughout the year to h
principals are better able to concentrate on learning. us develop comprehensive educational plans that will more effectively meet
In a discussion of testing, Dr. Sergi discouraged the the needs of students and development needs of teachers.
creation of an "exit test," urging instead the use of multiple Based on these on-going assessments, Clinton Avenue School students
ways to assess student progress. He would like schools @€, indeed, learning and over the years have demonstrated improvement in
develop their own student competencies individually withnot only their academic proficiency on CMT results but improvement in
appropriate assessments applied to them. areas not measured on the CMT. _ N
Replying to questions about the administrator and Besides assessing our students’ skills in math, reading and writing, we

teacher shortage, Dr. Sergi stated that everyone needs t@@e€ss our bilingual students in their language acquisition skills. We assess

and administrators to replace those retiring. He encouragf those they are likely to encounter in every day life. o _

fits of teaching and young teachers know of the rewards Bfoblems through peaceful negotiation. In so doing, our students develop
administration. He pointed out that the Alternate Route tdtheir self-esteem and sense of empowerment and belonging. We know our
Administration has helped with a holding rate about the Clinton Avenue School children have learned these lifelong skills because
same as traditional programs. He did not encourage an they demonstrate respect for themselves and others. They exhibit a positive
administrative ARC for non-educators. He was inclined attitude toward their school, instruction, and teachers. Our students develop
toward looking at how the duties of the principal could betheir sense of responsibility to themselves, their families, school and commu-
delegated, with the possible addition of administrative ~ NIty-
assistants to help with managerial responsibilities. These are benchmarks of student learning and school success that reflec
Other topics discussed included: closing achievemenfot only academic achievement but achievement in skills that will enable our
gaps, keeping buildings open for students in the afternoofhildren to succeed in the real world.
and evening, school construction increases, BEST, and Last year, our students won first place in the country for the best ele-
increased federal spending for special education. mentary school newspaper. During the same year, the school became a

The program was sponsored by the CAS Associatiorodel school for an innovative language arts program called Essentials of
of High School Principals. Dr. Mike Buckley, principal of Literacy. Clinton Avenue was selected to be featured on a video that will be

Avon High School, is the chair. continued on page 12

By Tom Galvin, Assistant Executive Director
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EAST HAMPTON MIDDLE SCHOOL ADOPTS EDITORIAL: Grade Configuration in Middle Schools—

EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM MODEL What Works Best
By Richard T. Huelsmann By Earle G. Bidwell, Assistant Executive Director

many schools throughout the state of Connecticut are utiliz- middle school and the return to the K-8 model." Several communi-
ing. It is a model that nurtures growth and provides an envi- ties, including a few in Connecticut, are engaged in discussions about
ronment that allows educators to work together on behalf of a potential change. This writer has been asked for advice and has on two

The Early Intervention Program (EIP) is a model that One of the hot topics in middle level education is the "demise of the

students to ensure success. Critical components of the occasions been asked to address the issue in public forums. For those who
process are effective brainstorming, problem solving, data  are considering a change, here are a few thoughts.
collection, monitoring, communication and network support. First and foremost, there is no "one right model" for middle schools. In

The Early Intervention Program (EIP) at East Hampton Connecticut alone, there are sixteen different configurations of grade organi-
Middle School is known as the Student Success Team and iszations that contain middle grades: 173 that resemble the classic middle
similar in nature to the elementary Student Assistance Modelschool and 52 that resemble the elementary or K-8 model.* Of the 52 K-8
(SAM). This team is a group of educators consisting of rep- schools, 44 are public schools and 23 of these are located in Bridgeport, New
resentatives from grades 6,7,8, as well as counselors and  Haven of Hartford. The reader is cautioned not to make qualitative judg-
administrators. The Student Success Team has gone througments about programs based on the location of these schools, but to note the
much training and continues to receive support through the almost half of them are located in population centers that would tend to be
Special Education Resource Center (SERC), which is fundedfavorable to neighborhood schools.
by the Connecticut State Department of Education. In other New England states, the pattern appears to be the reverse. The

The East Hampton Middle School Student Success Teanurban areas appear to have more middle schools and the rural areas more K
shares a single vision, which is that ALL students are Capabhschools. As one northern New England colleague remarked, " most of our
of experiencing educational success through specific interverschools are K-12 because most towns only have one school." Thus, grade

tions developed by the Student Success Team and implemer continued on following page
ed by the student, faculty and parents.

The Student Success Team provides support and assis-
tance when a staff member or parent, because of academic,
social and/or behavioral concerns, brings a student into the NeWSIetter nOteS
program. Communication, problem solving and collaborationJ.F.K Helps Others
are essential qualities of the Student Success Team. The  The J.F. Kennedy Middle School recently showed their holiday spirit and
process is individualized for each student. This helps teach- generosity in a big way. Over forty new backpacks loaded with new dolls,
ers to focus on one issue, and it allows the Student Success stuffed animals, puzzles book and other kinds of toys were distributed to
Team to develop strategies uniquely for each student. Whencommunity organizations. The drive was sponsored and organized by the
a student is involved in the program, the student is given an JFK Community Service Club.
opportunity to reach his or her individual potential; the focus |n The Middle, John F. Kennedy Middle School, Enfield

would begin with what the student knows, not what the stu-
dent does not know. WTIC Fox 61 Student News at CNHMS

Although East Hampton Middle School has specific Students at Capt. Nathan Hale Middle School continue to be involved in pro-
members composing the team, teachers and parents are alscducing stories for Fox 61 Student News. To date, six stories have been sub-
an important part of this team's success. Teachers need to Mitted and all have been scheduled to be aired. The topics of some of the
feel supported and work with the Student Success Team. stories are: "Green Monster" at Fenway park, Ronald's Rolls (a story about
They need to document strategies that they have used and the bakery which produces rolls fort McDonald's) a Civil War Museum,
when contacts, either via phone or meeting, to a student's Rocketman (about the attempt to launch a model rocket into space) and
home have been made. Parental contact is critical and shou Turkey Farmer. To view evaluations about these and other stories, go to:
be ongoing for the student's success. When there is an interhttp://www.fox61.comhtdocs/foxkids/kidsnews.html.
dependent partnership between the home and school, the  CNH PTO News, Capt. Nathan Hale School, Coventry
learning, growth and change in the students can be nurturing
and positive. Lifesavers! ) _

The East Hampton Middle School is in the beginning  Always set clear expectations for your students. The more consistent you

stages of developing the Student Success Team. The schoo‘:’lﬁ’ th? molre t“k?ly theél/ f\hre t? re_spond. K Di ina. debai d
is excited about having this team to support our students anc agging, lecturing and threatening never work. DISCUssIng, debating, an

staff. With time, patience, training and support, the Student prowc_ilng consequences are more eff(_actlve. .
Success Team can be very successful in assisting ALL stu- Having students sit in on team meetings allows for some quality team-on-

dents to reach and work at their individual potential. Those one time with the adolescent. Invite students to your team meetings for posi-

desirous of more information should contact the school coun-tlve reasons.

selor, Mrs. Mercaldi, at (860)365-4060. -_Humor is a great strategy. Ten to 15 year olds need to laugh at least 20
times a day.

. ) . . » Next time you are communicating with a student, think of this information.

Richard T. Huelsmanris Principal of East Hampton Middle  geyen percent of the total impact of a message is attributed to the spoken

School and Chairman of the Connecticut Association of Mid- 614, 23 percent to vocal inflection and 70 percent to nonverbal behavior.

dle School Principals. Classroom ConnectionNational Middle School Association
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Editorial, continued

configuration appears to have more to do wit®

demographics, building and population than
to philosophy.

Critics of the middle school movement
charge that too much attention is paid to mak
ing students feel good and not enough atten-
tion is given to academics. Furthermore, tha
putting large groups of early adolescents to-
gether in one building is a management nigh
mare and poor misbehavior is rampant. The
maintain that the neighborhood school con-
cept provides a safer, saner atmosphere, giv
students more ownership for their school ang
allows healthy cross grade interactions.

The Turning Points 2000 Recommendations

* Teach a curriculum grounded in rigorous, public academic standards for what students shoulc
know and be able to do, relevant to the concerns of adolescents and based on how students lea
best.

% Use instructional methods designed to prepare all students to achieve higher standg
become lifelong learners.

* Staff middle grade schools with teachers who are expert at teaching young adolescents, an
engage teachers in ongoing, targeted professional development opportunities.

* Organize relationships for learning to create a climate of intellectual development and
community of shared educational purpose.

* Govern democratically through direct or representative participation by all school staff mem-
bers, the adults who know the students best.

* Provide a safe and healthy school environment as part of improving academic performance anc
developing caring and ethical citizens.

% Involve parents and communities in supporting student learning and healthy development

rds an

a caring

Proponents of the middle school argue
that K-8 schools ignore the unique needs of
the early adolescent learner, are not progran
matically responsive and don't prepare stu-
dents adequately for high school. They also
maintain that K-8 schools don't provide the
necessary programming, exploratory opportL
nities and support services.

Given the two extremes, it seems imper-
ative to look at the research and survey the
literature to determine which model is superi:
or. One of the more inclusive reports is a
Kappan account of a longitudinal study of 97
schools in lllinois over a seven-year peri-
od.(What Works in Middle-Grades School
Reform, Phi Delta Kappan, March 1997)
"One of the major overarching findings is the
importance of considering the comprehen-
siveness and level of implementation of the
Turning Pointsrecommendations..." Further-
more the report concluded, "The data show
that, across subject areas, adolescents in hig
ly implemented schools achieved at much
higher levels than those in nonimplemented
schools and substantially better than those ir
partially implemented schools.” Additional
data indicated that these students performed
better on standardized tests, were involved fi
lower levels of behavior problems than in les
implemented schools and were less fearful

about the future, about something bad hap- others for its shortcomings.

pening to them or about being victimized.

development that is aligned with nationally
recognized standards. They have regular
opportunities to work with their colleagues to
deepen their knowledge and to improve their
practice.

 Developmental responsivenesbhe school
creates a personalized environment that sup-
ports each student's intellectual, ethical, socie wellness and safety; and

and physical development. » comprehensive guidance and support ser-
» The school provides multiple opportunities vices.

for students to explore a rich variety of topics ~ Conspicuously absent from the literature
and interests in order to develop their own  cited above is any mention of grade configu-
identities, discover and demonstrate their owrration. One may conclude from this that it is
competence and plan for the future. not one of the critical factors but implementa-
* The school develops alliances with families tion of theTurning Pointssecommendations

to enhance and support well-being of their  is. While all things are possible in any grade
children. configuration and there are highly successful
« Social equityEvidence of a commitment schools in all of the sixteen categories in
includes tutoring, mentoring, special adapta- Connecticut, those considering change must
tions, and other supports for students. All stueonsider some key issues. They must consid-
ldents have access to all classes and activitieser which grade configuration would best sup-
Students have ongoing opportunities to learn port: (a) the recommendations of Turning
about and appreciate their own and others' cuRoints, (b) provide teachers specifically

tures. trained in middle level philosophy, vision and
* Organizational structures and process&s.  mission, (c) provide instructional leadership
shared vision of what a high performing from administrators trained and experienced
'school is and does drives every facet of schodh meeting the needs of early adolescents, (d)
change. The school holds itself accountable secure necessary guidance and support ser-
for its students' success rather than blaming vices, (e) afford exploratory opportunities, (f)
support subject area specialists, (g) promote
The evidence seems to point to developteaming. The conclusions are complex and

e curriculum that is challenging, integrative

and exploratory;

« varied teaching and learning approaches;
« assessment and evaluation that promotes
learning;

« flexible organizational structures;

« programs and policies that foster health,

A later report entitled Middle Grade Reform mentally responsive middle schools that haveperhaps unique for each community, however

(Phi Delta Kappan, June 2000), reported on & mission consistent with the findings of

Schools to Watch initiative of the National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grade reform.
A summary of their criteria is:
« Academic excellencell students are
expected to meet high academic standards.
Teachers supply students with examples of
high quality work that meets a performance
standard.
e Curriculum, instruction and assessment are
aligned with high standards.
» The adults in the school have opportunities
to plan, select, and engage in professional

the evidence is clear. Implementation of the

research. They contain the components out-Turning Pointsrecommendations have been
lined in the National Middle School Associa- shown to be the critical factor in successful
tion's belief statement and are characterized middle schools. Any plan or grade configura-

by: tion that does not fully support them is flirt-

* educators committed to young adolescenténg with failure. Even halfway compliance

* a shared vision; has been shown to yield poor results. It is my
* high expectations for all; strong recommendation that all communities
 an adult advocate for every student; look toward full implementation of the rec-

« family and community partnerships; and, ommendations and then decide which grade
* a positive school climate. configuration will work best.

Therefore, developmentally responsive mid-
dle level schools provide: * Schools reporting grade configurations to CAS
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K.E.S. CELEBRATES THE ARTS CAS HONORS SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
By Robert F. Carroll, Ed. D., Asst. Executive Director

By Hans Stvilbyckij

: -~ The Connecticut Association of Elementary School
n Fh”d"TY' '\fﬁ/ 1 Z?E?léﬁllllr_}?\évor;hI(IjE_Iem_?n%t Principals (CAESP) takes great pleasure in announcing
chootin Kilingworth, T will b€ holding IS another first for CAS: honoring parent volunteers at a ban-
Annual Festival of the Arts. Volunteer artists a quet to be held on March 28, 2001, at the Aqua Turf Club,
crafters from surrounding towns and all over New Eng- Southington.
land will be sharing their talents, answering question The program is being sponsored by Gilbane Building
and showing students how much fun learning can bé: Co. located in Glastonbury. The firm is a dedicated sup-
Stationed on the grounds of the school, outside under tents and in the cR@EEr of education and is happy to honor and recognize

rooms, the artists will meet with students for demonstrations and hands-BIpS€ much needed volunteers that our schools could not
.do without. The company has joined CAS in celebrating

e_lctivities. It is a day-long event dedicated to arts education and appré Ciese wonderful members of every elementary school's
tion. family at this very special banquet. Every school has par-
The goal of the festival is to bring the arts to the school and thereby ents who have made a major contribution to the school
broaden student awareness. Five years ago, the list of volunteers was 281d deserve such public recognition. The purpose of the
Last year, there were over 100 participants! It is hoped that the festival #éinquet is to provide member schools with this opportuni-
initiate a deeper appreciation of the time and effort involved in acquiring ¥ t© say "thank you" in a very special way. Each person
special skill, and impress upon the students the importance of volunteerﬁlﬂ?ored will receive a framed certificate, and the services

) . ..[hey performed will be recorded in a book that every par-
By exposing the students to the many artisans and art forms, the expec Gipating school and award recipient will receive.

tions of the festival are being realized ten-fold. Each school participating in this program will be able
Over the years, some of the arts the students have participated in areéo recognize up to three (3) parent volunteers each year.
drama workshops, line dancing, painting, cartooning, martial arts, clownMany schools have already indicated their wish to partici-
ing, recycled crafts and cake decorating. They have also witnessed the pate and have reserved tables of 10 or 12 so that the prin-
magic of holography, puppetry, bird carving, dressage, dog agility, pot erg!pala PTA/PTO representatives, board members, other
music and kite making. The list goes on and on. chool personnel and families of the honoree can celebrate

. . . he hard work performed by these volunteers. NO tickets
This accomplishment has been no mean feat. Such an immense yn [Mbe available at the door. and any elementary school

taking has become a community effort. The "big event” would not be pograt has not already made arrangements to participate may
sible without the cooperation, commitment and determination of everypngo so by completing the Reservation Banquet Request
involved: The PTO organizers, the teachers, custodial staff, secretaries, f&tum sent to schools last month. Any school needing a
dents, parents and artist volunteers. form should contact the CAS office. The cut off date for

The arts are "the mode by which people can enrich their lives." THerE&servations has been extended to permit schools that have

" -~ ~noil0t already reserved tables to do so; however, the extend-
fore, they affect us all. They "challenge and extend human experiences deadline date will end soon. It is suggested that

by giving us a way of expressing what might otherwise be in(-)xpressible.S hools that have not signed up yet fax their reservation
is through art education that each of us is first introduced to these avenyggms rather than mail them. The CAS fax number is

of self-expression, and then given the opportunity to explore them. "Tectp03) 250- 1345. If you have any questions about com-
nology and science (may) provide the means through which man achievpketing this form, contact Joyce Smith at CAS at (203)

survival. The arts are what make survival worthwhile." 250-1111. .
Gina Vance, Hebron Avenue School Glastonbury, is

the chairperson of this preniere event. She is assisted by

co-chairs Louis Pear, West Hill School, Rocky Hill, and

) ) Paula Erickson, O'Connell Elementary School, East Hart-

Environment, continued from page 1 ford. Non-member schools will pay a one-time surcharge

workshops on the use and abuse of rain forests, recycling, birds of prey, &fnert0.

protecting our environment, as well as a study of the dinosaurs that once

roamed Connecticut THE CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS

o . . 30 Realty Drive, Cheshire, Connecticut 06410

"Our conference provides fertile ground for the seeds of environmenta  (203)250-111® Fax: (203)250-134% www.casiac.org

awareness to take root with elementary and middle school students, an

NU's participation ensures another year of program growth," said Robert

Hans Stvilbyckij is an Art teacher at Killingworth Elementary School.

CAS OFFICERS: 2000-1001

. . . . L. President........coooviieiiiiiicie e Tony Molinaro, King St. [Inter.
Carroll, assistant executive director of the Connecticut Association of Viee Presiieit. Allen Fosshender, Joel Barldw HS
Schools. SECIEIAINY....cveeeeeieeeeecieereeet e et eie e ee e eee e Donald Gates, Portlgnd HS
Northeast Utilities is New England's largest energy company and a mg EaSUE i Elaine Bessette, Greenwjch HS
energy trader in the Northeast, serving more than 1.7 million electric pov CENTRAL OFFICE STAFF
customers in Connecticut, Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and 185 Michael H. Savage............ccooveowvreeeereeeoreeerrecenreeneennn Executive Difector
natural gas customers in Connecticut. NU is a Community and economi Ea{)le ?Igwe"" .................................................... 'Ao\sstt. EExecuttl_ve %I eCttOI’

. . . oper AITO e e SStl. EXecutive Dilector
deveIOpmem part_ner .Commltt_ed _tO. ?n\_”ronmemal leadership a_'nd stewar Timothy DOYIE........cooviiiiiiiiiiieiiccc e Dir. of Principals’ C¢nter
by pursuing creative, innovative initiatives and new technologies that prd Thomas GalVin...........covovvovoeooeoeeooeeoee Asst. Executive Dilector
the environment and are consistent with our corporate goa]s_ For more [Anthony Mosa...........ccccoeiviiiiiiiiiciee Asst. Executive Difector

. . . Karen BOrger.........cccocceeiviiiieiiiciiiciic i Editor, Asst. Exec Difector
mation on NU, please check out its web site at wwveom Ann Malafronte.........ccoveeviiieiiiiie e Director of Unified Sports
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B Congratulations to Robert Broderick, retired athletic director from Sims
bury High School. Bob was named Section | Distinguished Official Contril
utor by the National Federation Officials Association. The Distinguished

Official Contributor Award goes to an individual, whether a former coach,
official, athletic director or state association employee, who has made a s

nificant contribution to officiating.
*kkkk

B According to officials at the U.S. Department of Education, Physical Ed
cation for Progress (PEP) grant guidelines will be announced sometime in
March and school districts will have six weeks to submit proposals. The w
ning grants will be announced the first week of June, 2001 and recipients
will have 12 months to complete their projects. Grants are to help initiate,
expand, and improve physical education programs for kindergarten throug
grade 12 students. Funds can be used to purchase equipment, develop ¢
riculum, hire and/or train physical education staff, and support other initia-
tives designed to enable students to participate in physical education acti

CELEBRATED BASKET- |

BALL CONSULTANT TO

SPEAK TO SCHOLAR-
ATHLETES

Nationally recognized basketball
consultant Frank Layden will be

the keynote speaker for the 18th ‘._
Annual Scholar Athlete Banquet ¢
May 6, 2001. Presently a consultant

to the New York Knicks, Frank spent 21 years with th
Utah Jazz, where he was a general manager, preside
and head coach. During his eight-year tenure as hea

Frank Layden

11

nt,
)

coach , he led the Jazz to four winning seasons and five

ties. The success of the programs funded by this
important in efforts to get the rest of the $400 mil
islation. For further information about the grants,

tunities" on the department's web site at http://wedsgov/funding.html or

first $5 million will be
lion authorized by the leg
check the "Funding Opp

http://www.ed.gov/GrantApps/
*kkkk

B The National Federation has released a new brochure to help schools
ter understand the relationship between high school athletic programs ang

Title IX. The brochure contains such sections as
"Keeplng One Step Ahead of OCR Investigations,

ties," and "Resources." The NF plans to mail a copy to each of the 20 00‘ ‘

high schools nationwide.
*kkkk

B The United States Sports Academy has launched an online library of
sports-related resources. Visit wuassa.ed@and click on the "Library and

"Definition of Sport,"”

straight NBA Playoff berths, including the 1983-84 Mi
west Division Championship. That same season, Fra
was honored as the NBA's Coach of the Year, Executjve
of the Year, and as winner of the J. Walter Kennedy @
zenship Award. Avid reader, golfer, theater lover and
baseball fan, Frank was inducted into the Buffalo Spa
Hall of Fame in 2000 and the New York City Hall of
Fame in 1998.

d-
nk

iti-
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" "Participation Opporturi

Online Resources" link to access sports-specific journals, databases and more!

The following resolution was adopted by the majq
organizations involved in wrestling at all levels in

NFHS, NCAA, USA Wrestling, National Wrestling
Coaches Association and AAU.

RESOLUTION

“As leaders in wrestling, we are dedicated to may
mizing the safety of athletes who participate in th
sport.

Traditionally, this sport has depended upon

consider both weight and other alternative measu
to maintain competitive equity in the sport.

In order for this to be achieved in a fair, resp
sible and practical way, we resolve to:
*  promote safe and responsible weight control
practices on every level of the sport;
*  eliminate from wrestling any and all weight
control practices, which could potentially risk the
health of the participants;
*  constantly monitor and evaluate rules and pr
cedures to make sure effectively achieve these ¢
*  educate coaches, athletes, parents and fans
about proper weight management strategies;
*  stress technique, strength, fitness, skill, expe
ence and strategy as the most effective methods

r The National Youth Sports Safety
Foundation has published a new

the United States. The organizations involved werereport containing information on the

number and causes of sports-related
deaths among children under 19.
According to "Youth Sports Deaths,”
which is based on information from

i- the U.S. Consumer Product Safety

e Commission:

* Between 1984 and 1998, 276 youths

ages 0-19 have dies due to their

weight to assure competitive fairness. We resolve tRvolvement in fourteen sports and fit-

"€Ress activities.*

* The leading cause of death involved
PNtrauma to the head.
* The number of deaths per year was
fairly consistent (appx. 22 per year).
« Four of the five top sports where the
most deaths occurred were the most
popular sports: baseball, football, bas-

. ketball, and soccer.

0algie activities include baseball, basketball,
boxing, foothall, gymnastics, horseback
riding, ice hockey, martial arts, soccer,

ri- softball, track & field, volleyball, weight lift-
toing and wrestling.

achieve success in wrestling.”

(Source: USSA's Sport Supplement)

Predicting the future is easy.
It’s trying to figure out
going on now that’s hard.

t’s

- Fltz Dressler

What's happening in other
states?. .

The South Dakota High School Activities Associ-
ation (SDHSAA) recently changed the seasons
for both girls” basketball and volleyball. Girls bas-
ketball and volleyball, which are currently fall and
winter sports, respectively, will swap seasons
effective with the 2002-2003 school year. The
change was the result of a lawsuit alleging that
having volleyball in the fall violated the Equal
Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution, Title IX, and the Equal Protec-
tion Clause of the South Dakota Constitution.
The plaintiffs claimed that volleyball players were
placed at a disadvantage when it came to athlet-
ic recruitment and scholarships. In October
2000, the United States Department of Justice,
Division for Civil Rights intervened on the plain-
tiff's behalf. Surveys conducted by the SDHSAA
in 1993, 1996 and 2000 consistently showed
appx. 80% of the membership opposed switch-
ing girls’ basketball to the winter and girls’ volley-
ball to the fall. However, another survey conduct-
ed in November 2000 found that 67% of the
schools supported a negotiated settlement as

opposed to going to trial.




. .. more ciac news

SUPREME COURT SAYS EDITORIAL: With this One, CIAC is Right on the Money
STATE ASSOCIATION IS STATE ACTOR By Mike DiMauro Reprinted from The Day, February 4, 2001)

The U.S. Supreme Court, by a vote of 5 to 4, held The place: Connecticut Inter- have even opened avenues of corporate
that a state high school athletic association made up Scholastic Athletic Conference Head-sponsorship, creating profitability for
both public and private schools can be considered a duarters, Cheshire, CT the CIAC heretofore unimaginable.
"state actor" for purposes of enforcing civil rights laws. The scene: Important peoplfe ggth-The casino's offer of good will Would.

In 1997, rival football coaches alleged that Brent- ered in a conference room, having justhave exposed student- athletes to major

wood Academy, a private school football powerhouse Made a decision that will cost them con-eague surroundings.

in Tennessee, violated the Tennessee Secondary Sch¥jgerable cash. Was it an easy decision for the
Athletic Association's rules in recruiting high school .Musmal interlude: Handel's Hal- CIAC_’? Of course not. Idealism, while,
football players. The school was accused of providinglelujah Chorus. well, idealistic, doesn't pay the rent.
football tickets to two middle school athletes and invit-  Finally. ~ Oh, finally.  Finally! No way, no how
ing incoming ninth-graders to join the football team forAfter our common sense has been  While Mohegan Sun officials
spring practice when they were still in the eighth insulted, and after we've been lied toought to be commended for a magnani-
grade. The athletic association bars members from more times than the O.J. jury, finally in mous gesture, they need to understand
using "undue influence . . . to secure or retain a studedgnuary, 2001, finally! something: amateur athletic events do
for athletic purposes." It wasn't about the money. not belong there or on any casino prop-
The association decided that Brentwood violated Crank it up, Handel. erty.
its rules and fined the school $3,000, put it on proba- Hallelujah. Even in a gorgeous 10,000-seat

tion for four years and banned it from tournaments for ~ Finally! After countless examples state-of-the-art arena.

two years. Brentwood Academy sued, claiming that thef some overpaid creep telling the cam- ~ Even with the best of intentions.
penalties violated the school's civil rights, and a federa&lras with a straight face, "it's not about ~ Chances are, more than one of you
judge issued an order barring enforcement of the the money," and then running to thejust asked the question, "but isn't this

recruiting rule. bank faster than Ray Lewis did from thesupposed to be for the kids?" Of
The 6th Circuit Court of Appeals, with jurisdiction limo, we see some hope. course. And in or near a casino is no
over Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, dis- The CIAC, the governing body of place for kids, who are exposed to

missed the suit, ruling that the association, which is state high school sports, has politelyenough debauchery -- just by watching
financed largely by football and basketball ticket salesiejected an overture from Mohegan SurvITV.

did not function as a governmental body in the state officials, who were intrigued at perhaps ~ You might be asking what would

and therefore could not be sued under federal civil  moving state championship high schoolbe so terrible about offering such a
rights law. The Supreme Court said the appeals courthasketball games to the casino's soorplaying environment to young people,
was wrong. o ) ) to-be-opened 10,000-seat arena. perhaps providing a lifetime of memo-

The majority opinion by Justice David H. Souter The Sun wouldn't have charged aries in one night.
held that "the pervasive entwinement" of public site fee, considered paying the CIACto  You would ask that question, quite

schools and their officials with the association made itpring its events to the arena, and might continued on page 12
an arm of the state government.

"There would be no recognizable association, . .
legal or tangible, without the public school officials, Proposed NCAA Amateurism Deregulation

who do not merely control but overwhelmingly per-  Status Report: NCAA Division Il delegates approved the proposed ama-
form all but the purely ministerial acts by which the teurism changes. The changes will become effective August 1 and will allow
association exists and functions in practical terms," prospective student-athletes to engage in certain activities that would previ-
Souter wrote. ously have jeopardized collegiate eligibility. Before full-time collegiate enroll-
The court thus rejected the association's contentiiment in a Division Il institution, prospects can be drafted by a professional
that permitting Brentwood to sue would open the highgnqrts organization, enter a professional agreement, receive compensation fo
schoSoI."sportsfassoqlatlon to a(ij‘lorc])d qf rl:t'gat'on' athletics competition, participate on a professional team, and accept prize
quasi-tlst,altrésgo?jryausnlég:(?:gg\;gl ctiv(iel :ilgh%stcl)a?/\llj?nihe money based on place finish without losing coIIegiatg eIigibiIiFy. Division I!
limited area of interscholastic sports, yesterday's rulindelegates also approve_d a separate proposal regarding r_ecelpt of educatlon_
seemed to represent a modest variation on the receni€xpenses before collegiate enrollment. The proposal, which becomes effective
trend at the court toward insulating state government immediately, will permit prospective student-athletes to accept education
from suits by individuals claiming various forms of ~ expenses, which are disbursed directly to their preparatory or private schools,
discrimination. For the most part, those decisions havfrom individuals or entities other than an agent, professional sports team or
been 5 to 4, with pro-states' rights conservatives in thorganization, or boosters. National Federation representatives, who made a
majority. ] ] ] __ presentation at the NCAA Convention in January, feel that they have made
__Justice Clarence Thomas -- in a dissenting opiniojn ads in their efforts to urge Division | members to defeat certain aspects of
joined by three other members of the court's CONSerVéy, o o mateurism deregulation proposals. The presentation outlined the NF's
tive bloc, Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, Antonin o ) . . .
Scalia, and Anthony M. Kennedy -- said that the opposition to a nu_mber of the NCAAS an_wgteurlsm propo§als, including pay
majority's opinion "not only extends state-action doc- for play, pay for victory, and_ third party twnon pz_iyment.s. We were heartened
trine beyond its permissible limits but also encroachesthat a large number of presidents and commissioners in Division | supported
upon the realm of individual freedom that the doctrinethe points that we have been making regarding the high school perspective ta
was meant to protect(Source: Washington Post, Feb. the amateurism proposals,” said NF Executive Director Robert Kanaby. The
21, 2001) Division | Management Council will vote on this issue in April.
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Mohegan Sun,continued basketball to the new arena.
INVESTORS IN reasonably, because gambling is encouraged, main- That cannot happen. Gambling is the No 1
stream, and exposed to only the most selective prosgourge of any college athletic program, evidenced by
CT YOUTH cution. what has transpired at Boston College, Northwestern
Our state pays its bills with gambling revenues and Arizona State in the last 10 years. The walls of
e R $327 miillion last year -- advocates participation in lofGampel Pavilion are consistently adorned with
CIAC GOLD SPONSORS teries ("you can't win if you don't play,”) irresponsiblyreminders to student-athletes about how any and every

Coca-Cola condones Super Bowl pools found in every office arférm of gambling is an NCAA no-no, beginning with
McDonald’s tavern from Stonington to Salisbury ... and then woulthe most modest NCAA tournament bracket pool.
Big Y think nothing of tapping your phone should you egre- Seems rather obvious, no?
Bob's Stores giously want to call in 10-team parlay of the Giants ~ Certainly.
Baden and the over. So why is this beginning to feel like a twice-a-
Martin Screen Print The CIAC's "thanks but no thanks" decision wagear rant? Why has every single word you've read thus

linked, in executive director Mike Savage's words, tt@r been typed on this laptop before? Easy: Since our
CIAC SILVER SPONSORS "a concern that people will see us associating wig®ciety treats gambling with such hypocrisy, we revis-

Dattco gambling." it such issues ad nauseam ... while the hypocrisy rolls
Konica Damn straight. How can we tell our childreron, like Tiger Woods through the back nine.
Westfield Corp. about the pitfalls of gambling, and then cheer them on At least today sings a happier ballad. The CIAC
Weekly Reader in a gambling house? saw through the money and did what was decent and

Playing a high school sporting event there wouldonorable, knowing it would be losing serious cash.
be as heedless as playing a UCONN basketball game Finally.
there. Last summer, published reports quoted Sun It's not about the money.
officials discussing the possibility of bringing UConn  Mine eyes have seen the glory.

NF Football Rules Revisions: 2001 football are not permitted.
CIAC BRONZE SPONSORS | 1-1-5  Prior to the game, the referee shall meet 2-17-2a Blocking below the waist is restricted to
Liberty Mutual with the head coach(es) and captain(s) and explai@nly players who are on the line of scrimmage and
CT Light & Power that everyone is expected to exhibit good sports- in the free blocking zone at the snap.
Eastern Rehab. Network manship throughout the game. 9-4-4 Penalty There are row two penalties for ille-
CT Lighting Centers 1-1-11 The NFHS Football Rules do not recogniz@al contact with a scrimmage kicker or holder.

Prentice Hall protests. 8-2-4, 10-5-4Delete 8-2-4 and reword 10-5-4 that
Webhelp.com 1-3-1a Deleted the panel requirement for footballgoreviously required the automatic declinationof cer-
Just Kid, Inc. 1-5-3h Jerseys, undershirts or exterior arm cov- tain fouls committed by the opponents of the scor-

ers/pads manufactured to enhance contact with théhg team.

DeRenzo,continued family, we are brothers and sisters." Any- the above factors if they are to create a for-
used throughout the country to demonstrateone visiting the school senses the warm, mula that will more accurately reflect school
the successful implementation of this pro- affectionate, family like quality of the and student success.

gram. school's environment. Our parents are part Further, based on those identified

Our students also took first place and of our school family and are another mea- needs, the state working with each individ-
other awards at the annual city science fair.sure of our school's success. They love andal school should provide support and
Our annual Learning Exhibit has become a support their school and are there wheneveappropriate resources that will enhance and
well-known, successful exhibition of studentwe need them. Over 90 percent of our equalize the opportunity for all students to
projects that reflect the learning that has  classroom-teaching assistants are our own learn successfully, urban and suburban.
taken place during the school year. Clinton Avenue School parents. Only then will the state do what it is man-
Our totally dedicated teachers are It is time for Connecticut to recognize, dated to do: serve all of its students equally
another example of school success. They as Theodore Sergi, the education commis- and fairly.
are continuously involved in staff develop- sioner, has stated, that the state has "not In the meantime, our Clinton Avenue
ment activities, community and school wideserved the children in these buildings as  School staff will continue to put forth 200
activities. The atmosphere at Clinton well as we should." percent in its efforts to achieve student
Avenue School reflects our motto -- "We are It is time for the state to consider all of learning success.
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