
Editor’s Note: As part of a new
feature in the BULLETIN, we

invite readers to submit short,
law-related questions of practi-
cal concern to school adminis-
trators. Each month we will
select questions and publish

answers.  While these answers
cannot be considered formal legal

advice, they may be of help to you
and your colleagues. We may edit
your questions, and we will not iden-

tify the authors. Please submit your questions to legalmailbag@casciac.org. 

Dear  Mailbag:
The minister of a local fundamentalist church came to my school
yesterday, and he insisted on sitting in on certain classes.  I told

him that I thought it was a bad idea, but he claimed that he has the right to
go into the school whenever he wants, because it is a public building.  I
hope to God that he's wrong. My School is My Castle

Dear  Castle:
Your prayers are answered.  While your school is owned by the
public (through the elected municipal government), it is a place of

business.  The public cannot just go into the building without your permis-
sion, and those who try are subject to arrest for trespassing.  It can get
tricky, however, if you let parents visit, especially if a particular parent
abuses this privilege.  Accordingly, you may wish to recommend that the
board adopt a policy concerning who can visit and for how long.

Dear  Mailbag:
An angry Mom came to my office last week, crying about how her
former husband was eight months behind in alimony and child

support.  She told me that her son and she want to substitute her own last
name for Deadbeat Dad's.  Unfortunately, she's broke and cannot afford a
legal name change.  She asked if I would just change the school records
without formal court action.  Can I?                      Sympathetic, but Unsure

Dear  Sympathetic:
It is important to maintain accurate school records, but you can
grant her request subject to two conditions.  First, you must assure

that she is the custodial parent with the right to make educational decisions.
Otherwise, you are picking a serious fight with Deadbeat Dad.  If you get
that clear, you can use Mom's name for the report card, class lists and other
school records.  The cumulative record, however, should reflect the stu-
dent's legal name, with a notation "a/k/a" with Mom's name. 

Dear  Mailbag:
Paula Pedant may be the worst teacher I have ever supervised, and
for the last year I have kept a file on her.  In hindsight, some of my

personal notes were intemperate.  Now, she wants a copy of her "personnel
file" to give to the Union.  I am scared that our case against Paula will be
undermined if I have to turn over everything (including the doodles).  Help!

Sweating Gravy
Dear  Sweating:
If these documents are subpoenaed or requested under the Free-
dom of Information Act, you may want to leave town.  Unless that

happens, however, you can treat your notes as a preliminary draft that you
will now (quickly) convert (with appropriate edits) into final documents for
inclusion in the personnel file.  In the future, try to control yourself, OK? 

O In January, twenty Darien high school students partici-
pated in a trial SAT test which was delivered over the
Internet.  Darien is one of a dozen high schools in the
country, and the only one in Connecticut, which took part
in the pilot SAT program to take the test on computers.
The students' scores on the pilot computer test won't
count on their records. The trial will help determine the
feasibility of offering a computerized test to all students. 

O The Staples High School engineering team has taken
first place in the National Engineering Design Challenge.
The two-day competition took place in Washington, D.C.
during winter recess. Senior Mariangela Lisanti is captain
of the 12-member team which invented an electronic aid
for the blind, dubbed the Universal Navigational Assis-
tant (UNA), a hand-held ultrasonic object detection
device. It weighs only 13 ounces and operates by emitting
ultrasonic pulses that reflect off objects and send a mes-
sage back to the UNA. The students want to obtain a
patent for their invention and plan to apply the $1,000
first place prize money toward that goal. Mariangela was
also the individual winner of the 2000 Siemens Westing-
house Science & Technology Competition. She developed
an original technique for measuring conductance quanti-
zation— the process of representing a voltage with a dis-
crete binary digital number— in metallic nanowires.
Seven hundred fifty entrants from 43 states submitted
projects in individual and team categories for the 2000
competition.

O Congratulations to four Connecticut educators who
won national honors for their teaching abilities. William
F. Petrashewicz, a math teacher at Carmen Arace Middle
School, Trudie L. Roberts of Duffy Elementary School in
West Hartford, Frank E. Newman of Tolland Middle
School in Tolland, and Alan H. Banister of Pine Point
School in Stonington were among 203 teachers to receive
the 2000 Presidential Award for Mathematics and Science
Teaching. The award is presented by the National Science
Foundation to those math and science teachers deemed
the best in the country.

O Crime is down in CT's cities and across the nation.
According to the FBI, U.S. cities report the lowest crime
rate in 21 years.  CT law enforcement officials attribute
the decline in crime to increasing numbers of officers on
duty, better relationships with the community, and a
booming economy. The overall national violent crime rate
dropped to a 21-year low — 525 murders, rapes, rob-
beries and assaults for every 100,000. The murder rate
was the lowest since 1966. (Source: Connecticut Town
and City)

O New London's school system is expanding its curricu-
lum by adding full-motion Internet video to its computer
infrastructure. Using the system's 1,900 computers and
workstations, students will be able to watch and learn
from live and pre-recorded video presentations.  The
school district's new on-demand video system, from USA
Video Interactive, is funded with a federal grant — one of
just 14 nationwide and the only one in Connecticut.
(Source: Connecticut Town and City)
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