
December 10, 2016 



 WELCOME TO THE CIAC’S 40th ANNUAL FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Congratulations to all of the participating teams in the 2016 football championship playoffs. We join with you in the tremendous 
feeling of pride and the sense of accomplishment that must pervade the entire community as a result of this great achievement. All 
of the hard work, sacrifice and commitment by so many have succeeded in producing a truly unique opportunity for these teams. 

One of the major objectives of the CIAC has always been the promotion of positive sportsmanship. We ask your active support 
today and throughout the year in helping the CIAC achieve this most important objective by cheering for your team not against the 
opponent, and to treat opposing fans, players, coaches and officials with respect. 
  
We are pleased to note that in all of the previous championship games, all players and coaches have given their very best. This is 
how the game should be played and we are certain that we will be equally proud of the participants in this year’s championships. 
We extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation to all who have made their facilities available for the early rounds of the 
postseason, and again today for the football finals. Without them, the state championships would not take place, and we are in 
their debt. 
  
Lastly we wish everyone a positive, exciting and meaningful championship football experience. To those of you who are fortunate 
enough to win, please do so with the proper degree of sportsmanship and humility; and to those of you who lose, keep your head 
held high, for you have earned the right to be proud by being a part of these championships and competing well. 
  
Leroy Williams 
Chair, CIAC Football Committee 

 

Karissa Neihoff 
Executive Director, CIAC 

Paul Newton 
Chair, CIAC Board of Control 

Leroy Williams 
Chair, CIAC Football Committee 

James Benanto 
Tournament Director 
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CIAC FOOTBALL COMMITTEE 
 
Administrators 
Leroy Williams, New Haven -- Chair 
Ian Neviaser, Old Lyme 
Brian Mignault, Ellis Tech High School 
Greg Shugrue, New Milford High School 
Jim Wenker, Newington High School 
Dan Donovan, Danbury High School 
Chris Cassin, Bristol Public Schools 
Joe Monroe, Wolcott High School 
Jeff Wihbey, CT Technical High Schools, Middletown 
 
Coaches 
Harry Bellucci, Hartford Public 
Mike Drury, Southington High School 
Tom Brockett, Ansonia High School 
Sal Morello, Middletown High School 
Jim DellaVecchia, St. Joseph High School, Trumbull 
Len Corto, New Britain High School 
 
Consultants 
James Benanto - Tournament Director 
Al Cramer, Newtown  
Joe Grace, Simsbury  
Dave Johnson, Stratford (CAAD) 
Damian Frassinelli, Stafford (CAAD) 
Bill Greider, South Windsor (Officials) 

CIAC BOARD OF CONTROL 
Officers 
Chair: Paul Newton, Parkman Elementary, Enfield 
Vice Chair: Anthony Azzara, Sacred Heart High School, Waterbury 
Secretary: Daniel Sullivan, South Windsor High School 
Treasurer: Sheila Riffle, Old Saybrook High School 
 
Class Representatives 
L: Matt Ryan, East Hartford High School 
L: Glenn Lungarini, Pomperaug High School, Southbury 
M: Gayle Allen Greene, Bulkeley High School, Hartford 
M: Lee Panagoulias, Branford High School 
S: Daniel Moleti, Bloomfield High School  
S: Mark Ambruso, Windham Tech. High School 
At-Large: Erin Clark, Enfield High School 
 
Eligibility Committee 
Chair/L: Beth Smith, Shelton High School 
M: Fran Kennedy, Berlin High School 
S: Edward Keleher, East Windsor High School 
At-Large: Drew DiPippo, Canton High School 
At-Large: Suzanne Koroshetz, Brien McMahon High School, Norwalk 
AP At-Large: Linda Iacobellis, Manchester High School 
 
CIAC EXECUTIVE STAFF 
Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director 
Steve Wysowski, Associate Executive Director 
Joseph Tonelli, CIAC Executive Staff 
Robert Lehr, CIAC Executive Staff 
Matt Fischer, Director of Technology Services 
Stephanie Ford, Co-Director of Marketing 
Mary Lee Weber, Co-Director of Marketing 
Joel Cookson, Director of Media & Sports Information 



3 

Welcome to today’s contest. Recently, high schools in Connecticut have 
joined a CIAC sportsmanship initiative entitled “Class Act Schools”.  Today, 
some of the schools that are playing, are a part of that initiative and we ask 
that the following standards of sportsmanship be followed by all spectators: 
 
 All signs displayed must be positive in nature, reference only the school 

supported by the sign maker, and must have been pre-approved by the 
athletic director of the school referenced in the sign.   

 During outdoor sports, air horns or horns of any kind, whistles, or any 
other noise makers will not be allowed! 

 Pep Bands are allowed with CIAC permission if the school provides adult 
supervision and the band only plays during “dead ball” situations. 

 All spectators will cheer positively to support their team, and will not 
cheer negatively against the opponent. 

 All spectators will show respect for the game officials and their decisions. 

 All spectators will show respect for the playing of the National Anthem.  

  
  
After the game, awards will be presented and teams will be congratulating 

each other on the field at each of their respective 40 yard lines.  
 

No Spectators are allowed on the field after the game.  
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THE OFFICIAL BALL OF 
THE CIAC 
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Unified Sports® is a registered program of Special Olympics that combines 
approximately equal numbers of athletes with and without intellectual 
disability on sports teams for training and competition. All Unified Sports® 
players, both athletes and special partners, are of similar age and matched 
sport skill ability. Unified Sports® teams are placed in competitive 
divisions based on their skill abilities, and range from training divisions  
(with a skill-learning focus) to high level  
competition.  For more information visit  
our web site at www.ciacsports.org or  
call 203-250-1111.  
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The Connecticut Association of Schools is proud to 

continue our partnership with the Connecticut Department 

of Transportation’s Highway Safety Office. The goal of the 

Connecticut Highway Safety Program is to prevent 

roadway fatalities and injuries as a result of crashes related 

to driver behavior.  

 

For the 2016-2017 high school athletic season, the 

Highway Safety Office will bring their ‘Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over’ and ‘One Text or Call Could Wreck it All’ 

messaging to state tournament games. We hope that by 

encouraging all athletes, families, fans and the entire 

community to drive sober and without distraction that we 

can help keep drivers and passengers safe and encourage 

responsible driving behavior. 


