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WELCOME TO THE 2017 CIAC HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Karissa Neihoff 
Executive Director, CIAC 

Tom Neagle 
Chair, Ice Hockey Committee 

George Hall 
Tournament Director 

Paul Newton 
Chair, CIAC Board of Control 

More than ninety years ago, principals from high schools throughout Connecticut joined together to create a 
structure that would promote healthy competition for their school’s team and sportsmanship between and 
among their athletes. Even in the 1920s, there was a concern that student-athletes be allowed to enjoy their 
sports without fear of exploitation by outsiders. That small band of principals could not have foreseen the 
future development of what would become the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC), and the 
importance that would evolve in so many of its sports tournaments. Certainly, the boys ice hockey tournament 
has become one of the marquee events in the high school sports world in Connecticut. 

It is an honor for me to serve as the chairman of the CIAC Ice Hockey Committee. Building on the solid 
foundation set by our predecessors, the committee members have worked long and diligently for the 
betterment of our sports. I am sure the ice hockey teams throughout Connecticut will continue to thrill our 
fans with their speed and skills. This weekend’s competition will be the culmination of months and years of 
hard work from the student-athletes and coaches, and will undoubtedly be a source of pride for parents and 
spectators regardless of the outcomes. We are grateful for those schools and facilities that hosted our 
tournament competitions and are thrilled with our hosts and Yale and know they will provide a great event 
worthy of the efforts of our competitors. 

The CIAC Ice Hockey Committee has long stressed sportsmanship and appropriate behavior from our players, 
coaches, and fans, and we hope everyone will honor that commitment this weekend to allow the wonderful 
play and competition of these teams to be the focus. We congratulate all the teams that have made it this far, 
and wish all of them the best of luck. 

Welcome to the CIAC Ice Hockey Championships as we witness the best there is in high school hockey. 

Thomas Neagle 
Chair, CIAC Ice Hockey Committee 

 
 
 

CIAC BOARD OF CONTROL 
Officers 
Chair: Paul Newton, Edgar Parkman Elementary, Enfield 

Vice Chair:    Anthony Azzara, Sacred Heart High School, Waterbury 

Secretary:    Daniel Sullivan, South Windsor High School 

Treasurer:    Sheila Riffle, Old Saybrook High School 

  
Class Representatives 
L:   Matt Ryan, East Hartford High School 

L:   Glenn Lungarini, Pomperaug High School, Southbury 

M:   Gayle Allen Greene, Bulkeley High School, Hartford 

M:   Lee Panagoulias, Branford High School 

S:   Daniel Moleti, Bloomfield High School 

S:   Mark Ambruso, Windham Tech. High School 

  

At-large:   Erin Clark, Enfield High School 

 

   
Eligibility Committee 
Chair/L:    Beth Smith, Shelton High School 

M:             Fran Kennedy, Berlin High School 

S:              Edward Keleher, East Windsor High School 

At-large:    Suzanne Koroshetz, Brien McMahon High School, Norwalk 

At-large:    Drew DiPippo, Canton High School 

AP At-large:    Linda Iacobellis, Manchester High School 

  
CIAC Executive Staff 
Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director 

Steve Wysowski, Associate Executive Director 

Joseph Tonelli, CIAC Executive Staff 

Robert Lehr, CIAC Executive Staff 

Matt Fischer, Director of Technology Services 

Stephanie Ford, Director of Marketing 

MaryLee Weber, Marketing 

Joel Cookson, Director of Media & Sports Information 
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Hobey Baker HS Recipients 2017 

Joseph Lorello East Haven High School James Siburn Joel Barlow High School  
Vinnie Solla Cheshire High School  Andrew VanEtten St. Joseph High School 
Marc Pinto Fairfield Prep  Akira Dunham Greenwich H.S. Ice Hockey  
Jimmy Cronin Milford Hockey Justin Edwards BRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL 
Ben Amor RedHawks Drew Mancini Watertown Pomperaug  
Alex Lynch West Haven High Jeremy Fortin Hall-Southington 
Matthew Roberts Newington/Berlin/Manchester/Cromwell Tristan Sorensen Daniel Hand High School 
Ryan Gove Fairfield Warde Ludlowe Boys Ice Hockey Jack Curran North Branford High School 
Nate Amaral Glastonbury High School Patrick Budds Mark T Sheehan High School 
Tyler Piecewicz WMRP Charles Driscoll Simsbury High School 
Jack Webster New Canaan High School James Hayden New Fairfield-Immaculate High School 
Payton Meyer New Milford Boys Ice Hockey Colin Raymond Masuk High School 
Rian Stewart Ridgefield High School Justin Gallicchio E.O. Smith-Tolland High School 
Jacob Hopcroft BBD Icecats Camden Fowler Newtown High School 
Sam Zaritsky Staples High School Kyle Dwyer Guilford High School 
Colby Ravosa Darien High School Billy Scovill Notre Dame Catholic High School of Fairfield 
Joseph Partridge Enfield High School  Liam Hylton Notre Dame of West Haven 
Brett Reid Xavier High School  Koleman Werner Conrad High School  
Chrisitan J (CJ) Kenny North Haven High School Mitchell Arildsen South Windsor High School 
Kody Twomey Eastern CT Eagles Liam Rance Wilton High School 
John Nilsen Westhill/Stamford Co-Op Tucker Alissi Northwest Catholic High School  
Brody Gaura Housatonic/Northwestern/Wamogo Ice Hockey James Smyth Hamden High School 
Guy Badeau Suffield-Granby-Windsor Locks Markus Trahan Lyman Hall - Hadaam Killingworth  
Colby Fowler Shepaug Co-op Zack Roy Tri-Town 
Connor Morton BCR Derek Lue Norwalk McMahon High School 
Brandon Donnelly East Catholic High School 
Zach White Amity Spartans  
Jake Liebowitz Trumbull High School 
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Tom Cross believes he started playing hockey in and around Massena, New York as soon as he could 
walk. Later, he played at Massena High School, one year at Exeter Academy and four years at 
Dartmouth College. During his time at Dartmouth, he participated in the Frozen Four. 

Tom started his coaching career at Simsbury High School as a volunteer coach under Head Coach Dave 
Matthewson in the 1984-1985 school year. Neither Tom nor Dave were teachers in the district but they 
coached together through the 2016-2016 season. The first nineteen years Dave was the head coach 
and then they switched positions after the 2002-2003 season. 

The highlight of their coaching careers was the Division I state championship in the 2002-2003 season. 
They previously lost to Notre Dame (West Haven) in the finals at the Hartford Civic Center in 1996-1997 
and lost in the Division I semifinals in 1987-1988 and 1995-1996 again to Notre Dame (West Haven). In 
2002-2003, Simsbury made an improbable run to its first state championship considering they did not 
make it out of the first round of their league tournament. By overcoming many obstacles, behind 
stellar goaltending and balanced scoring, they defeated Fairfield Prep 1-0 in the semifinals and 
Hamden 3-2 in the finals. 

While the archives from the 1980s are not always easy to access, it is estimated that Tom and Dave 
won 15 league championships and more than 300 games coaching together. 

Tom is quick to point out how fortunate he was to work for “Hall of Fame” administrators in Simsbury 
including Principal Dennis Caruthers, AD Bob Broderick and AD John Domainque. As with any 
successful program, Tom always had the best coaching staff in the state – including assistant coaches 
Andy Filler, Chuck Stielau, Joe Petitti, Keith Balsewicz, Kris Arnold and the legendary athletic trainer 
Emi Lou McLean. 

Tom and his wife Kelly were born in Massena, New York and both came from hockey families – that 
continues today with family members having played hockey at Holy Cross, Castleton State, Fitchburg 
State, Dayton, Delaware, Dartmouth, and Boston College. 

Some of Tom’s fondest coaching memories will be the healthy rivalries he had with fellow CCC coaches 
including Ken Barse (Glastonbury), Neil Rodman (South Windsor), Don Melanson (Northwest Catholic) 
and longtime coaches Bill Verneris (Hamden) and Bill Gerosa (Notre Dame-West Haven). 

Tom’s basic philosophy as a head coach included thoughts about his team learning that they must work 
together within boundaries, have fun, and know that life lessons learned on the ice are best applied 
outside of the confines of the rink. He stressed that respect for everyone – officials, opponents, and 
the Zamboni driver is as important as winning. Playoff hockey is intense and carries the extra 
responsibility of a high level of discipline, organization and teamwork to be successful. 

Today, the CIAC Ice Hockey Committee is proud to honor Tom for his humility, thoughtfulness and long 
term contributions as a member of Connecticut’s ice hockey community. 
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The Connecticut Association of Schools is proud to 

announce a new partnership with the Connecticut 

Department of Transportation’s Highway Safety Office. 

The goal of the Connecticut Highway Safety Program is to 

prevent roadway fatalities and injuries as a result of 

crashes related to driver behavior.  

 

For the 2016-2017 high school athletic season, the 

Highway Safety Office will bring their ‘Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over’ and ‘One Text or Call Could Wreck it All’ 

messaging to state tournament games. We hope that by 

encouraging all athletes, families, fans and the entire 

community to drive sober and without distraction that we 

can help keep drivers and passengers safe and encourage 

responsible driving behavior. 


