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Today’s Agenda: 
Family Engagement in a Pandemic

The role of families in preschool distance learning
The role of teachers in preschool distance learning
Considerations for effective partnerships
Introduce coaching as an interaction style-more to 
come!



Distance learning is about what 
adults are doing to facilitate 

children’s learning 
through routines and play.

Distance Learning for Preschool Teachers Video, CSDE and CT OEC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKAF42DRD-s




Sample Home Implementation Plan



Guiding Principles of the  CT Early Learning and 
Development Standards: Families

• Are the primary caregivers and educators of young 
children

• Are critical partners in all early learning environments



Families are part of the cycle of intentional 
teaching pre-pandemic and even more so 
during the pandemic



Survival        Intentional        Refine     

How do we make 

learning 

meaningful with 

this different mode 

of delivery?



https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Addendum12---Planning-the-Instructional-Time-for-Remote-
Learning-in-Hybrid-and-Full-Remote-Models.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Addendum12---Planning-the-Instructional-Time-for-Remote-Learning-in-Hybrid-and-Full-Remote-Models.pdf




Strengths Based Perspective 
In Family Engagement and Partnerships
• Every family is different.

• All families have strengths. 

• All children learn within the context of their family.

• All families want positive experiences for their children. 

• All families deserve to feel respected.

• Parenting is a difficult job for EVERY PARENT.  

ESPECIALLY IN A PANDEMIC



In our small groups…..

● How do we honor and validate family strengths?

● How do we learn what families need?

● How do we plan with families’ needs in mind?

● How is the context between home and school the same 

and/or different?



What words come to mind when you think of 
partnerships with families?

https://www.menti.com/3j2s8bwyg7

https://www.menti.com/3j2s8bwyg7


What makes partnerships work? 

• Two- way communication
• Mutual goals

• Established relationship based on trust and respect

• Sharing perspectives about decisions

• Valuing the unique contributions of the each other

• Embracing learning from challenges together

• Celebrating successes together



How do Teachers and School Leaders develop the 
knowledge, skills, and dispositions toward partnerships 
with families?

• Personal experiences as a child and/or parent

• Learning from experiences with families

• Learning from other teachers

• Support from other support staff, administrators, family 
resource center staff, social workers, etc.



What are our beliefs, biases and judgements 
that can impact our ability to effectively 
partner with families in this pandemic? 

Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1A0m-2gBp3cn2WeNq7nWeGrhYE2YmNX1-rm9bhaDiM5g/edit?usp=sharing


What strategies has your school, community, 
district found helpful in reaching out to families 
that you have been unable to locate or contact?



The focus of family engagement and partnerships in a 
pandemic…….

● to main a relationship with a child and family
● to meet the individual needs of the child 

How?......Coaching as an interaction style     



Wrap Up
Next Steps

Survey of Needs

THANK YOU!


