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Emcee/Announcer

Vin Iezzi, Former Principal, Hamden High School

National Anthem

Breanna Greenspun, Hamden High School

Tournament Director

Kathy Swillinger, Hamden High School

Site Director

Tom Dyer, Athletic Director, Hamden High School

Judges

Lauryn Bryant - Safety, Hamden, CT

Heather Baker, Storrs-Manchester, CT

Catherine Carpenter, Sayville, NY

KristinA Duarte, Bristol, CT

Matthew Kirschenheiter, holbrook ny

Christine McCarton, Great Neck, NY

Lindsay Orchowski, providence, ri

Tabulator

Vanisse Mascia, Fairfield, CT

Timing Judge

Katie Greenspun, Hamden, CT

DJ and Sound System

Marvin Parsons, Vision Edge Symphony Music
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Heather Baker, Storrs-Manchester, CT

Heather began dancing at the age of TWO for medical reasons. As her

love for dance grew, she TOOK more classes in tap, jazz, acrobatics and

ballet at her local studio. In high school, she was part of Citi Arts

Dance Ensemble. She attended many conventions and classes in the New

England area, as well as Broadway Dance Center in NYC. Heather went

on to study Dance Education at East Carolina University and was a

captain on their Dance Team. She was a Head Instructor for UDA for 7

years. Heather has judged local and national competitions. She

currently teaches a variety of styles at a studio in addition to

coaching the Dance Team at E.O. Smith High School.

Catherine Carpenter, Sayville, NY

Catherine is the Assistant Coach of the St. John’s University Dance Team.

She has been coaching the team since 2012 and has helped lead the team

to three National Championships between the Division 1 Hip Hop and Game

Day Divisions. Before coaching, Catherine was a member of the St. John’s
Dance Team and was also captain for two seasons. She currently

supports the teaching of reading and writing for teachers around the

country with Teacher’s College Reading and Writing Project based out

of Columbia University.

KristinA Duarte, Bristol, CT

Kristina has been dancing since the age of three. She started teaching at

the studio she grew up at, right out of high school, and hasn’t stopped.

Kristina has been part of the competitive dance world where she

competed regionally and nationally for many years. Her choreography

has been awarded on both levels, as well. She is a 2009 graduate of CCSU

where she was the captain of their Dance Team and eventually became

the Coach for 2 years. She currently resides in Bristol, CT with her

husband Mike and her 2 daughters, MacKenzie and Olivia.



Matthew Kirschenheiter, holbrook ny

Matthew is a fifth year team member of the St John’s University

Dance Team and a six time National Champion. Matthew has

danced for Tai Verdes in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade

and also for Eddie Money in “Two Tickets to Paradise” the

musical. Matthew works for the Universal Dance Association,

working with teams all over the country, and is also a dance

team choreographer and dance teacher on Long Island.

Christine McCarton, Great Neck, NY

Christine is the Head Coach of the St John’s University Dance

Team. She has led the Red Storm to THREE national championships

at UDA College Nationals, winning in Hip Hop in 2020 and 2016

and Game Day in 2018. Christine is a veteran UDA judge at both

regional competitions, as well as NDTC. In addition to coaching

the Dance Team, she is also the Spirit Director at St. John’s
University. She brings many years of dance and coaching

experience, as she was a former member of the Long Island

University Dance Team and went on to coach there prior to

joining St John’s in 2002.

Lindsay Orchowski, providence, ri

Lindsay Orchowski was a member of the Dartmouth College

modern dance ensemble and Hip Hop dance troupe. She worked as

a Head Instructor for UDA in Pennsylvania for SEVEN years and

has continued to work as a Judge across the Northeast since

that time.
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