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WELCOME TO THE 2018 CIAC HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Karissa Niehoff
Executive Director, CIAC

Tom Neagle
Chair, Ice Hockey Committee

George Hall
Tournament Director

More than ninety years ago, principals from high schools throughout Connecticut joined together to create a 
structure that would promote healthy competition for their school’s team and sportsmanship between and 
among their athletes. Even in the 1920s, there was a concern that student-athletes be allowed to enjoy their 
sports without fear of exploitation by outsiders. That small band of principals could not have foreseen the 
future development of what would become the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC), and the 
importance that would evolve in so many of its sports tournaments. Certainly, the boys ice hockey tournament 
has become one of the marquee events in the high school sports world in Connecticut.

It is an honor for me to serve as the chairman of the CIAC Ice Hockey Committee. Building on the solid 
foundation set by our predecessors, the committee members have worked long and diligently for the 
betterment of our sports. I am sure the ice hockey teams throughout Connecticut will continue to thrill our 
fans with their speed and skills. This weekend’s competition will be the culmination of months and years of 
hard work from the student-athletes and coaches, and will undoubtedly be a source of pride for parents and 
spectators regardless of the outcomes. We are grateful for those schools and facilities that hosted our 
tournament competitions and are thrilled with our hosts and Yale and know they will provide a great event 
worthy of the efforts of our competitors.

The CIAC Ice Hockey Committee has long stressed sportsmanship and appropriate behavior from our players, 
coaches, and fans, and we hope everyone will honor that commitment this weekend to allow the wonderful 
play and competition of these teams to be the focus. We congratulate all the teams that have made it this far, 
and wish all of them the best of luck.

Welcome to the CIAC Ice Hockey Championships as we witness the best there is in high school hockey.

Thomas Neagle
Chair, CIAC Ice Hockey Committee

CIAC BOARD OF CONTROL
Officers
Chair: Anthony Azzara, Sacred Heart High School, Waterbury

Vice Chair: Sheila Riffle, Old Saybrook High School

Secretary: Matt Ryan, East Hartford High School

Treasurer: Beth Smith, Shelton High School

Class Representatives
L:   Erin Clark, Enfield High School
L:   Janice Saam, Naugatuck High School
M:   Mike Barile, Valley Reg. High School, Deep River
M:   David Telesca, Kaynor Tech. High School, Waterbury
S:   Daniel Moleti, Bloomfield High School
S:   Jose Martinez, Housatonic Valley Reg. High School, Falls Village

At-large:   Dave Tanner, E.O. Smith High School, Storrs

Eligibility Committee
Chair/AP At-large:   Linda Iacobellis, AP, Manchester High School
L:      Anna Mahon, Amity Reg. High School, Woodbridge      
M:             Neil Rinaldi, Ellington High School
S: Edward Keleher, East Windsor High School
At-large:   Uyi Osunde, Windsor High School
At-large:   Drew DiPippo, Canton High School
At-large:   William Thompson, New London High School

CIAC Executive Staff
Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director
Gregg Simon, Associate Executive Director
Joseph Tonelli, CIAC Executive Staff
Robert Lehr, CIAC Executive Staff
Matt Fischer, Director of Technology Services
Stephanie Ford, Director of Marketing
MaryLee Weber, Director of Marketing
Joel Cookson, Director of Media & Sports Information

Anthony “Butch” Azzara
Chair, CIAC Board of Control
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Hobey Baker HS Recipients 2018

Matt Twarowski East Haven High School Zac Gormley Joel Barlow High School
Kyle LeTourneau Cheshire High School Sean Attanasio St. Joseph High School
Shane Murphy Fairfield Prep Alexander Mozian Greenwich H.S. Ice Hockey
Jordan McLenithan Milford Hockey Liam Deane Branford High School
Brayden LoVetere RedHawks Eli Rosen Watertown- Pomperaug
Logan Cole West Haven High Richard Mitchell III Hall-Southington
Adam Belair Newington/Berlin/Manchester/Cromwell Andrew Pomeroy Daniel Hand
Jackson Seymour Fairfield Warde Ludlowe Boys Ice Hockey Jake Neubig North Branford
Tyler Sadak Glastonbury High School Nick Gonsalves Mark T Sheehan
Braydon Mertens WMRP Michael Gauthier Simsbury High School
Eric Cimino New Canaan High School Jameson Brown New Fairfield-Immaculate
Nate Capriglione New Milford High School Colin Raymond Masuk High School
Delmont Irving Ridgefield High School Teagan Fransen E.O. Smith-Tolland
Anton Oleshkot BBD Icecats Marc Carlson Newtown High School
Casten Ernberg Staples High School Joel Neleber Guilford High School
Will Johnston Darien High School Jason Ziegler Notre Dame Catholic High School of Fairfield
Connor Juhasz Enfield Liam Ireland Notre Dame of West Haven
Brendan Buckley Xavier High School Ramsey Henderson Conrad High School
Christian (CJ) Kenny North Haven High School Michale Gore South Windsor High School
Kevin Close Eastern CT Eagles Jack Dinanno Wilton High School
Jordan Marchese Westhill/Stamford Co-Op Paul Arel Northwest Catholic High School
Cameron Wilhelm Housatonic/Northwestern/Wamogo Ice Hockey Dylan Millea Hamden High School
Nate Ratti Suffield-Granby-Windsor Locks Scott Bradley Lyman Hall - Hadaam Killingworth
Zach Guerrette Shepaug Co-op Connor Roberts Tri-Town
Luke Slater BCR John Pavloski Norwalk McMahon High School
Troy Morin East Catholic High School Logan Healy Trinity Catholic Jamie Blum Amity Spartans
Eric McCabe Trumbull High School Pat Delaney Woodstock Academy
Sam Buchanan Farmington Valley Generals
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With Canadian roots, Robert Melanson was born with hockey in his 
blood.  The fourth oldest of nine children, Rob grew up in Simsbury, 
Connecticut, where his father, Alfred Melanson, was one of the 
founding members of Simsbury Youth Hockey.  In addition to Rob’s 
hockey involvement, three brothers are current high school 
coaches.

Rob started playing hockey at a young age through to the Midget 
level where he excelled.  After high school, Rob played junior 
hockey for two years.  Still wanting to stay involved in the sport, he 
began volunteering as a referee for West Hartford Youth Hockey 
and playing in men’s hockey leagues.  Rob began officiating men’s 
hockey league games and youth games when his construction work 
was slow.  In 1982 he joined the local referee association, the Ice 
Hockey Officials of Northern Connecticut (IHONC).  During the 
1988-89 season Rob joined National Ice Hockey Officials Association 
(NIHOA).  In 1992 he was selected to officiate college hockey.  He 
loved traveling throughout New England, working Division I games 
and making great friends along the way.

Throughout this time Rob’s involvement with NIHOA increased.  He became the northern commissioner, 
then was elected the northern director.  Rob subsequently served as vice president, president and 
referee in chief.  As referee in chief, he worked with NIHOA, the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference (CIAC) and high school coaches to improve high school hockey.  This was one of his most 
rewarding experiences of his officiating career.

Rob believes that a successful officiating career occurs when you love what you do, give 100%, be 
honest, and treat others the way you would want to be treated.  When working a game, Rob demands 
of coaches and players: full communication, sportsmanship and absolute respect for each other.

In addition to officiating high school and college hockey, Rob has traveled to Finland, Czech Republic 
and Canada to officiate Standing Amputee Hockey World Games.  He also had the opportunity of 
officiating at a Hartford Whalers Old Timers game where the late Gordie Howe was on the ice.

Rob is married to his high school sweetheart, Louise and lives in Bloomfield, Connecticut.  They have 
four grown children and seven grandchildren.  After battling cancer and receiving two knee 
replacements, Rob is back on the ice playing the game he loves and officiating hockey.  Nothing keeps 
him away from the sport.
Today the CIAC Ice Hockey Committee is proud to honor Rob for his humility, complete dedication, 
leadership, respect and ongoing contributions as a member of the Connecticut’s ice hockey community.

Today the CIAC Ice Hockey Committee is proud to honor Rob for his humility, complete dedication, 
leadership, respect and ongoing contributions as a member of the Connecticut’s ice hockey community.

2017 - 2018
CIAC ICE HOCKEY HONOREE

Robert Melanson
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CIAC
Officials’

Association

Have you 
been thinking 

about becoming 
a high school 
sports official?

WE
NEED YOU!

For More Info on  

ALL SPORTS

go to www.ciacsports.com

Click on Officials Or 

Call Joe Tonelli 

(203) 250-1111

http://www.ciacsports.com/
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The Connecticut Association of Schools is proud to partner 

with the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s 

Highway Safety Office. The goal of the Connecticut 

Highway Safety Program is to prevent roadway fatalities 

and injuries as a result of crashes related to driver behavior.

For the 2017-2018 high school athletic season, the Highway 

Safety Office will bring their ‘Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over’ 

and ‘One Text or Call Could Wreck it All’ messaging to state 

tournament games. We hope that by encouraging all 

athletes, families, fans and the entire community to drive 

sober and without distraction that we can help keep drivers 

and passengers safe and encourage responsible driving 

behavior.


