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As part of Special Olympics Connecticut (SOCT) outreach efforts for school-
aged students, SOCT and the Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS)

began a partnership in 1992 utilizing the Special Olympics Unified Sports®
program. The school-based Unified Sports program brings together students
with and without disabilities and provides them with the opportunity to train

and compete in a variety of different team sports. The program is designed to
foster a greater understanding, appreciation, and acceptance of students with

disabilities by creating an inclusive athletic environment. 
The Unified Sports program is a registered sports program that is recognized

by the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Association (CIAC)
and the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS). 
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The Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® program is aimed at promoting social inclusion through a three
component model with inclusive sports as the foundation, combined with inclusive youth leadership opportunities,
and whole school engagement. Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® builds on Special Olympics’ values,

principles, practices, experiences and impacts to shape a generation that welcomes everyone.
 

In 2016, a National School Recognition Program was introduced to recognize schools that have incorporated all
three components of the UCS model and meet a set of ten standards of excellence. 

Currently there are 72 National Banner Unified Champion Schools within the state of Connecticut. 
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Robert Bajoros, Coginchaug High School, Durham
Mark Ferrandino, Bethel High School

Kara Lesandrine, Westbrook High School
Elizabeth Rodriguez, Tomlinson Middle School, Fairfield

Colin Bowie, West Hartford Middle School
Denice Brezinski, West Hartford Middle School 

Barb Poisson, Bunnell High School

Anna Malkin, Newtown Middle School
Cindy Culp, Middletown High School

Gabby Brzozowski, Rocky Hill High School
Lydia Murphy, Cromwell High School
Sandra Darrah, Maloney High School

Kim Perschmann, Northwestern Regional High School, Winsted
Lisa Carmody, Southington High School
Maryann Agostin, Trumbull High School






