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The Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) welcomes you to the 31st Annual
High School Outstanding Arts Awards Banquet to honor Connecticut's

talented high school visual and performing arts students.

The Connecticut High School Outstanding Arts Awards annually honor two seniors
from each CAS member high school who excel in the performing or visual arts

and possess qualities of scholarship and leadership.

CAS CT HIGH SCHOOL OUTSTANDING ARTS AWARDS CAS CT HIGH SCHOOL OUTSTANDING ARTS AWARDS 



UConn's all-female a cappella group, Rubyfruit, has been
empowering women through music and friendship since 1999.
UConn's all-female a cappella group, Rubyfruit, has been
empowering women through music and friendship since 1999.

HAILEY CALDERHAILEY CALDER

LILY BRINLILY BRIN
HIGH SCHOOL: THE WOODSTOCK ACADEMY - GREW UP IN POMFRET, CTHIGH SCHOOL: THE WOODSTOCK ACADEMY - GREW UP IN POMFRET, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCES
                            MINOR - WOMEN, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES
COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCES
                            MINOR - WOMEN, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES

HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN SNOWBOARD!HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN SNOWBOARD!

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: GIVE YOURSELF GRACE!3 WORDS OF ADVICE: GIVE YOURSELF GRACE!

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FRUITFULRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FRUITFUL

PAIGE BOOTHPAIGE BOOTH
HIGH SCHOOL: LEDYARD HIGH SCHOOL, LEDYARD, CTHIGH SCHOOL: LEDYARD HIGH SCHOOL, LEDYARD, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: PUBLIC POLICY COLLEGE MAJOR: PUBLIC POLICY 

HIDDEN TALENT: I ’M GOOD AT GEOGUESSERHIDDEN TALENT: I ’M GOOD AT GEOGUESSER

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TAKE YOUR TIME 3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TAKE YOUR TIME 

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: ENTERTAINING RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: ENTERTAINING 

AISHA BARRIEAISHA BARRIE
HIGH SCHOOL: WILLIAM FLOYD HIGH SCHOOL, SHIRLEY, NYHIGH SCHOOL: WILLIAM FLOYD HIGH SCHOOL, SHIRLEY, NY

COLLEGE MAJOR: ACTUARIAL SCIENCECOLLEGE MAJOR: ACTUARIAL SCIENCE

HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN MAKE MY TONGUE THE SHAPE OF A CLOVERHIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN MAKE MY TONGUE THE SHAPE OF A CLOVER

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: APPRECIATE EVERY MOMENT3 WORDS OF ADVICE: APPRECIATE EVERY MOMENT

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: GIRLHOODRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: GIRLHOOD

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: MAGICALRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: MAGICAL

LEX FRANKLEX FRANK
HIGH SCHOOL: GANN ACADEMY, GREW UP IN EASTON, MAHIGH SCHOOL: GANN ACADEMY, GREW UP IN EASTON, MA

COLLEGE MAJOR: PSYCHOLOGYCOLLEGE MAJOR: PSYCHOLOGY

HIDDEN TALENT: DOG TRAININGHIDDEN TALENT: DOG TRAINING

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: REST IS IMPORTANT!3 WORDS OF ADVICE: REST IS IMPORTANT!

MEET THE RUBIES. . .MEET THE RUBIES. . .

HIGH SCHOOL: PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL, PLAINVILLE,  CTHIGH SCHOOL: PLAINVILLE HIGH SCHOOL, PLAINVILLE,  CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: SECONDARY MATHEMATICS EDUCATIONCOLLEGE MAJOR: SECONDARY MATHEMATICS EDUCATION

HIDDEN TALENT: I  AM A LIFELONG SWIMMER AND I  AM CPR CERTIF IED!HIDDEN TALENT: I  AM A LIFELONG SWIMMER AND I  AM CPR CERTIF IED!

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: SISTERHOODRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: SISTERHOOD

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: COMMUNICATE YOUR NEEDS 3 WORDS OF ADVICE: COMMUNICATE YOUR NEEDS 



STEPHANIE RUBY
LATORRE
STEPHANIE RUBY
LATORRE
HIGH SCHOOL: COOPERATIVE ARTS & HUMANITIES HS, NEW HAVEN, CTHIGH SCHOOL: COOPERATIVE ARTS & HUMANITIES HS, NEW HAVEN, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
MINORS - ECOLOGY & EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY / WOMEN, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES
COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
MINORS - ECOLOGY & EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY / WOMEN, GENDER & SEXUALITY STUDIES

HIDDEN TALENT: I  HAVE REALLY GOOD SENSE OF DIRECTIONHIDDEN TALENT: I  HAVE REALLY GOOD SENSE OF DIRECTION

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS 3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS 

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: LOCKED-IN RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: LOCKED-IN 

ELLA KIJAKELLA KIJAK
HIGH SCHOOL: WATERTOWN HIGH SCHOOL, WATERTOWN, CTHIGH SCHOOL: WATERTOWN HIGH SCHOOL, WATERTOWN, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES & NUTRIT IONAL SCIENCESCOLLEGE MAJOR: ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES & NUTRIT IONAL SCIENCES

HIDDEN TALENT: WHISTLING HIDDEN TALENT: WHISTLING 

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: NEVER STOP TRYING3 WORDS OF ADVICE: NEVER STOP TRYING

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FUNRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FUN

ZOEY GILROYZOEY GILROY
HIGH SCHOOL: NEW FAIRFIELD HIGH SCHOOL, NEW FAIRFIELD, CTHIGH SCHOOL: NEW FAIRFIELD HIGH SCHOOL, NEW FAIRFIELD, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MUSIC EDUCATION COLLEGE MAJOR: MUSIC EDUCATION 

HIDDEN TALENT: I ’M REALLY GOOD AT THE WORM HIDDEN TALENT: I ’M REALLY GOOD AT THE WORM 

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: L IVE LAUGH LOVE�3 WORDS OF ADVICE: L IVE LAUGH LOVE�

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: SPECTACULAR RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: SPECTACULAR 

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: INTENTIONALRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: INTENTIONAL

NINA LEMASHNINA LEMASH
HIGH SCHOOL: L IVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL, L IVINGSTON, NJHIGH SCHOOL: L IVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL, L IVINGSTON, NJ

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PHILOSOPHY/MINOR - ART HISTORYCOLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PHILOSOPHY/MINOR - ART HISTORY

HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN SOLVE A 3X3, 4X4, 5X5, & 6X6 RUBIK’S CUBE!HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN SOLVE A 3X3, 4X4, 5X5, & 6X6 RUBIK’S CUBE!

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: PROGRESS OVER PERFECTION!3 WORDS OF ADVICE: PROGRESS OVER PERFECTION!

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FLOURISHINGRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FLOURISHING

JOCELYN LESSARDJOCELYN LESSARD
HIGH SCHOOL: SOUTH WINDSOR HIGH SCHOOL, SOUTH WINDSOR, CTHIGH SCHOOL: SOUTH WINDSOR HIGH SCHOOL, SOUTH WINDSOR, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MUSIC EDUCATIONCOLLEGE MAJOR: MUSIC EDUCATION

HIDDEN TALENT: I  AM VERY GOOD AT CROCHETINGHIDDEN TALENT: I  AM VERY GOOD AT CROCHETING

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: NURTURE YOUR IMAGINATION3 WORDS OF ADVICE: NURTURE YOUR IMAGINATION

HILARY HICKEYHILARY HICKEY
HIGH SCHOOL: FAIRFIELD WARDE HIGH SCHOOL, FAIRFIELD, CTHIGH SCHOOL: FAIRFIELD WARDE HIGH SCHOOL, FAIRFIELD, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - JOURNALISM/MINOR - ANTHROPOLOGYCOLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - JOURNALISM/MINOR - ANTHROPOLOGY

HIDDEN TALENT: I  HAVE THE MOVIE JAWS MEMORIZEDHIDDEN TALENT: I  HAVE THE MOVIE JAWS MEMORIZED

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: SWEET TREAT EARNED!3 WORDS OF ADVICE: SWEET TREAT EARNED!

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: HOMERUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: HOME



AVERY SLOCUMAVERY SLOCUM
HIGH SCHOOL: STONINGTON HIGH SCHOOL, STONINGTON, CTHIGH SCHOOL: STONINGTON HIGH SCHOOL, STONINGTON, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - HISTORY/MINOR - ENGLISHCOLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - HISTORY/MINOR - ENGLISH

HIDDEN TALENT: I ’M REALLY GOOD AT BAKINGHIDDEN TALENT: I ’M REALLY GOOD AT BAKING

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TRY NEW THINGS3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TRY NEW THINGS

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FAMILYRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FAMILY

ELIZABETH REBELOELIZABETH REBELO
HIGH SCHOOL: NORWALK HIGH SCHOOL, NORWALK, CTHIGH SCHOOL: NORWALK HIGH SCHOOL, NORWALK, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - SOCIOLOGY/MINOR - STATIST ICS COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - SOCIOLOGY/MINOR - STATIST ICS 

HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN PUT MY TONGUE TO MY NOSE!HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN PUT MY TONGUE TO MY NOSE!

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: CONSISTENCY IS KEY3 WORDS OF ADVICE: CONSISTENCY IS KEY

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: HAPPYRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: HAPPY

JESSICA LIJESSICA LI
HIGH SCHOOL: NEWTON SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL, NEWTON, MAHIGH SCHOOL: NEWTON SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL, NEWTON, MA

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PATHOBIOLOGY/MINOR - ANIMAL SCIENCECOLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PATHOBIOLOGY/MINOR - ANIMAL SCIENCE

HIDDEN TALENT: I  L IKE TO CROCHET AND SEWHIDDEN TALENT: I  L IKE TO CROCHET AND SEW

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: GRADES AREN'T EVERYTHING!3 WORDS OF ADVICE: GRADES AREN'T EVERYTHING!

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FAMILYRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: FAMILY

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: WELCOMINGRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: WELCOMING

LONDON WARDLONDON WARD
HIGH SCHOOL: AVON HIGH SCHOOL, AVON, CTHIGH SCHOOL: AVON HIGH SCHOOL, AVON, CT

COLLEGE MAJOR: MOLECULAR AND CELL BIOLOGYCOLLEGE MAJOR: MOLECULAR AND CELL BIOLOGY

HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN RUN 55M IN LESS THAN 8 SECONDS!HIDDEN TALENT: I  CAN RUN 55M IN LESS THAN 8 SECONDS!

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TRUST YOUR GUT3 WORDS OF ADVICE: TRUST YOUR GUT

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: SWEETRUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: SWEET

TONGQING XIE (IRIS XIE)TONGQING XIE (IRIS XIE)

HIGH SCHOOL: SHANGHAI UNITED INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, CHINAHIGH SCHOOL: SHANGHAI UNITED INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, CHINA

COLLEGE MAJOR: COMMUNICATIONSCOLLEGE MAJOR: COMMUNICATIONS

HIDDEN TALENT: I  USED TO SING OPERAHIDDEN TALENT: I  USED TO SING OPERA

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: SLEEP IS REAL3 WORDS OF ADVICE: SLEEP IS REAL

MANASA PUVVALAMANASA PUVVALA
HIGH SCHOOL:  SOUTH WINDSOR HIGH SCHOOL, SOUTH WINDSOR, CTHIGH SCHOOL:  SOUTH WINDSOR HIGH SCHOOL, SOUTH WINDSOR, CT

HIDDEN TALENT: I ’M PRETTY FLEXIBLE & I  CAN DO MANY ADVANCED YOGA POSES! HIDDEN TALENT: I ’M PRETTY FLEXIBLE & I  CAN DO MANY ADVANCED YOGA POSES! 

3 WORDS OF ADVICE: READ FOR FUN! 3 WORDS OF ADVICE: READ FOR FUN! 

RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: CARING RUBYFRUIT IN 1 WORD: CARING 

COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PHYSIOLOGY & NEUROBIOLOGY
                            MINOR - ANTHROPOLOGY OF GLOBAL HEALTH
COLLEGE MAJOR: MAJOR - PHYSIOLOGY & NEUROBIOLOGY
                            MINOR - ANTHROPOLOGY OF GLOBAL HEALTH



Noah Hoffman exemplifies compassionate leadership, using the arts to foster
connection, belonging, and joy within her school community. This year, she
served as a peer coach in the Applied Arts special education class, where she
quickly became more than a leader; she became a trusted friend. Through her
compassion and authenticity, Noah helped create an environment where students
felt safe, valued, and empowered to be themselves.

Noah has made it her mission to ensure that no student feels overlooked.
Whether in the art room or throughout the school community, she intentionally
includes Applied Arts students in moments many take for granted, including pep
rallies, school dances, and celebrations. RHAM High School Principal Penny
Bryzgel shares that “Noah is a natural leader who is compassionate and reaches
out when she sees someone in need or recognizes when someone could use a
friendly face.” At the homecoming dance, Noah demonstrated what true character
looks like. While many were focused on social expectations, she chose
connection, spending nearly half the evening with the friends she made in Applied
Arts. In doing so, she showed loyalty, intentionality, and a genuine commitment to
making others feel valued. That is who Noah is.

During a pep rally, while serving as head cheerleader, she noticed two students
standing nervously at the back of the gym. In a moment when most would remain
in the spotlight, Noah chose empathy. Without hesitation, she stepped away,
walked over, took their hands, and ran with them. She transformed apprehension
into joy and isolation into belonging.

That is leadership, not just being seen, but truly seeing others.

As head cheerleader of the high school competitive team and a coach for the
middle school program, Noah leads with empathy and sets the tone for inclusion
and respect. Noah says, “But all throughout I’m always trying to help my
teammates and I’m trying to push them to be better because I can't be better
without my teammates also growing.” She is also an active participant in Unified
Sports , where she uplifts and encourages others, often stepping away from
recognition to stand beside those who need support most.

Despite balancing an after-school job, advanced art classes, and multiple
leadership roles, Noah approaches everything she does with resilience and grace.
After navigating a significant personal loss, she has continued to demonstrate
strength while remaining a source of positivity for others. As a member of the
LGBTQ+ community, she models authenticity and helps foster a culture of
acceptance within her school.

Noah plans to attend Central Connecticut State University, where she will study
art education. She aspires to become an art teacher and continue creating the
kinds of spaces she so naturally builds. Spaces where every student feels seen,
respected, and empowered through the arts.

Noah has been selected as a 2026 Section One Winner by the National
Federation of State High School Associations. This prestigious honor places her
among just eight students nationwide to receive this recognition. This distinction is
a testament to her exceptional character, her unwavering commitment to the arts,
and the meaningful impact she has had on those around her.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERKEYNOTE SPEAKER

John Mastroianni earned a B.S. in Music Education
and a B.M. in Jazz Studies from the University of
Bridgeport, and an M.A. in Jazz Performance/
Composition from New York University. He has studied
saxophone with Phil Woods, Dick Oatts, Joe Lovano,
and Gary Klein, and composition with Jim McNeely, Bill
Finegan, Tom Boras, Neil Slater, and Mike Carubia.
 
John has performed with artists such as Mel Lewis, the
Vanguard Jazz Orchestra, Smokey Robinson, Charli
Persip and Supersound, Harvie S, Jim McNeely, Tony
Bennett, Frank Sinatra Jr., Aretha Franklin, Natalie
Cole, the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, and many others.
He is one of the primary composers for the New
England Jazz Ensemble and he also performs with the
Hartford and Waterbury Symphonies, and at the
Foxwoods, Mohegan Sun, Bushnell, and Shubert
theaters. John also played in the Broadway (NYC)
production of “Three Penny Opera.”
 
Currently, he is an Assistant Professor in Residence of
Jazz Studies and Associate Department Head for
Undergraduate Studies at the University of
Connecticut, and the founder and music director of the
Summer Jazz Workshop. In December 2002, John was
named by SBO Magazine as one of 50 directors in the
United States that “make a difference,” and in March
2004, John was chosen by CMEA as the Secondary
School Teacher of the Year. John is a three-time Music
Educator Grammy Award nominee and winner of two
Golden Globe Music Awards with the New England
Jazz Ensemble and with Alex Nakhimovsky and June
Bisantz. John is the 2014 Connecticut Teacher of the
Year and the 2021 UConn Undergraduate Faculty
Mentor of the Year. 

John Mastroianni earned a B.S. in Music Education
and a B.M. in Jazz Studies from the University of
Bridgeport, and an M.A. in Jazz Performance/
Composition from New York University. He has studied
saxophone with Phil Woods, Dick Oatts, Joe Lovano,
and Gary Klein, and composition with Jim McNeely, Bill
Finegan, Tom Boras, Neil Slater, and Mike Carubia.
 
John has performed with artists such as Mel Lewis, the
Vanguard Jazz Orchestra, Smokey Robinson, Charli
Persip and Supersound, Harvie S, Jim McNeely, Tony
Bennett, Frank Sinatra Jr., Aretha Franklin, Natalie
Cole, the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, and many others.
He is one of the primary composers for the New
England Jazz Ensemble and he also performs with the
Hartford and Waterbury Symphonies, and at the
Foxwoods, Mohegan Sun, Bushnell, and Shubert
theaters. John also played in the Broadway (NYC)
production of “Three Penny Opera.”
 
Currently, he is an Assistant Professor in Residence of
Jazz Studies and Associate Department Head for
Undergraduate Studies at the University of
Connecticut, and the founder and music director of the
Summer Jazz Workshop. In December 2002, John was
named by SBO Magazine as one of 50 directors in the
United States that “make a difference,” and in March
2004, John was chosen by CMEA as the Secondary
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THANK YOU CORPORATE PARTNERSTHANK YOU CORPORATE PARTNERS
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