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WELCOME
JOHN HOLT, MEDIA DIRECTOR, CAS-CIAC

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Bob Picozzi, Retired ESPN Play-by-Play Announcer

GREETINGS
Joseph Blake, Principal, Coventry High School

CAS President

Matt Ryan, Principal, East Hartford High School
CIAC Board of Control Chair

 
MICHAEL H. SAVAGE SPIRIT OF SPORT AWARD

John Holt, Media Director, CAS-CIAC
 PRESENTED TO

Cam Soucy, Senior, Tolland High School
&

Avon High School Field Hockey Team 

CHESLA SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARDS

DINNER

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Dr. Damon Lewis

Principal, Ponus Ridge STEAM Academy, Norwalk
1990 Scholar-Athlete, Harding High School, Bridgeport

CONCLUDING REMARKS
Bob Picozzi

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS AT GUEST TABLES
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Dr. Damon C. Lewis is the Principal of Ponus Ridge
STEAM Academy in Norwalk, CT, where he is committed
to closing the achievement gap and expanding
opportunities for all students. Under his leadership, the
school achieved a 23% decrease in chronic absenteeism
and saw Grade 8 PSAT scores outperform district, state,
and national averages. He has led initiatives to increase
access to gifted, talented, and accelerated programs for
underrepresented students, while fostering an
“Every Day Counts” culture focused on growth,
consistency, and high expectations. His work has also
helped secure over $2 million in grants, including a
Verizon Innovation Lab, while strengthening
partnerships with families and the community to support
students both in and out of the classroom.

A proud graduate of Harding High School, Dr. Lewis was
Harding’s CAS-CIAC Scholar-Athlete in 1990. He earned
a football scholarship to the University of Connecticut,
where he was a team captain and double majored in
English and Sociology. He went on to earn multiple
advanced degrees, including two master’s degrees and a
Doctor of Education, preparing him for a career
dedicated to leadership, equity, and student success.

Dr. Lewis began his career in Bridgeport as a teacher,
coach, and paraeducator, later serving as a school
counselor, district leader, and Director of Alternative
Services. He has spent his entire career in Norwalk
Public Schools at Ponus Ridge, where he is now in his
11  year as principal and continues to mentor emerging
leaders and support district initiatives.

th

Recognized for his impact, Dr. Lewis was named
Connecticut Middle School Principal of the Year (2025)
and National Middle Level Principal of the Year by
NASSP. He is an active presenter, mentor, and advocate
for equity in education, contributing to research,
leadership development, and statewide initiatives that
support the success of all students.
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Spirit of Sport Award
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Cam Soucy, a Tolland high school
senior boys soccer co-captain, and
the Avon High School field hockey
team are both recipients of the 2026
Michael H. Savage Spirit of Sport
Award. Soucy and Avon Field
Hockey become the 17  and 18
recipients of the distinguished annual
award. The Michael H. Savage Spirit
of Sport Award seeks to recognize
individuals who exemplify the ideals
of the positive spirit of sport that
represent the core mission of
education-based athletics. The
award may be given in recognition of
a specific act or an activity of longer
duration. This is the first time in the
award’s history that multiple
honorees will be recognized in the
same year.

th th

Cam Soucy, who along with his
Tolland High teammates won a
second consecutive CIAC Class M
Boys Soccer State Championship in
the fall of 2025, is a pediatric cancer
survivor and inspiration to those who
know his story. In 2013, just before
his fifth birthday, he was diagnosed 
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Cam Soucy, who along with his
Tolland High teammates won a
second consecutive CIAC Class M
Boys Soccer State Championship in
the fall of 2025, is a pediatric cancer
survivor and inspiration to those who
know his story. In 2013, just before
his fifth birthday, he was diagnosed 
with Stage 4 neuroblastoma with metastasis. Neuroblastoma is a cancer of the nervous system.
Cam’s tumor was on his adrenal gland and at time of diagnosis the cancer had metastasized
throughout his body. The prognosis was bleak. Cam’s mother Jessica Soucy shares that on a
neuroblastoma rating scale of zero to 30, “Zero indicating being cancer free and 30 being end of life
care, Camden was a 28 at diagnosis.”

Receiving treatment in both Hartford and Boston, Soucy had surgery to remove the tumor, underwent
chemotherapy, antibody therapy, and radiation therapy, underwent a bone marrow transplant and
needed two years of a maintenance drug to keep him cancer free. Tolland Head Boys Soccer Coach
Michael Caccomo says, “To be able to look at Cam and call him our captain, and call him our leader,
and to call him a state champion, I think it means the world.”

with Stage 4 neuroblastoma with metastasis. Neuroblastoma is a cancer of the nervous system.
Cam’s tumor was on his adrenal gland and at time of diagnosis the cancer had metastasized
throughout his body. The prognosis was bleak. Cam’s mother Jessica Soucy shares that on a
neuroblastoma rating scale of zero to 30, “Zero indicating being cancer free and 30 being end of life
care, Camden was a 28 at diagnosis.”

Receiving treatment in both Hartford and Boston, Soucy had surgery to remove the tumor, underwent
chemotherapy, antibody therapy, and radiation therapy, underwent a bone marrow transplant and
needed two years of a maintenance drug to keep him cancer free. Tolland Head Boys Soccer Coach
Michael Caccomo says, “To be able to look at Cam and call him our captain, and call him our leader,
and to call him a state champion, I think it means the world.”

https://casci.ac/12593


https://casci.ac/12594

SCAN TO WATCH
AVON’S STORY

SCAN TO WATCH
AVON’S STORY

2026 Michael H. Savage
Spirit of Sport Award

Avon High School
Field Hockey Team

2026 Michael H. Savage
Spirit of Sport Award

Avon High School
Field Hockey Team

The Avon High School Falcons’ field
hockey program has set an example
for inclusion, kindness and
opportunity. The fall of 2025 saw
Avon senior Kaylie Murphy complete
her fourth and final season as a
player in the program and in August
she was named a team captain. A
particularly notable accomplishment
because Kaylie has autism.

She joined the field hockey team in
the fall of 2022 and almost
immediately began to leave an
impression. Her story gained
attention that fall when, through kind
collaboration with Avon opponent
East Catholic High School, Kaylie
scored a goal late in a game. That
was just the beginning. Kaylie's
dedication to the program, she often
has her mother practice with her on
team off days, is a testament to the
power of inclusion, friendship and
what it means to have teammates.
Captain Kaylie & The Falcons have
set an example for the rest of us to
live up to.

Kaylie’s mother Michelle says that
the viral video of the goal vs. East 
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Kaylie’s mother Michelle says that
the viral video of the goal vs. East 
Catholic led to a level of celebrity for her daughter, “Three years later people still see it. We were
traveling (flying out at the airport) and they were like ‘Is that Kaylie Murphy? She’s the field hockey
player from Avon!’”

Longtime Avon field hockey head coach Terri Ziemnicki notes what a difference Kaylie’s inclusion in
the program has made, “I think back if she had never played field hockey, what would have been the
opportunity where it just clicked? It’s magical.” Kaylie came to have “40 sisters” on the team, and Avon
Field Hockey sent a message across Connecticut, and beyond, that inclusion can be a hallmark for
measuring impact and success in education-based high school athletics.

The CIAC’s video feature Captain Kaylie & The Falcons includes details on the poster that Kaylie
designed to express her interest in becoming a team captain, video of the moment Kaylie was
announced as a captain, and video of a heartfelt senior night tribute to Kaylie from one of her
Falcon teammates. 
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CHLOE DENTON
ABBOTT TECH

MATTHEW GREEN
ABBOTT TECH

PEHANSA SAMARAKOON
AEROSPACE

DANIEL MARTINEZ
AEROSPACE

CLAIRE THEISS
AMITY

NICHOLAS LU
AMITY

BENJAMIN BREJWO
ANSONIA

JESSICA APANOWICZ
ANSONIA

EMMA LOPARCO
AVON

BEN SILVERSTEIN
AVON

CHARLOTTE GALARNEAU
BACON ACADEMY

BENJAMIN BUYNISKI
BACON ACADEMY

DESTINY STEPHENS
BASSICK

BRYAN CRISOTOMO
BASSICK

GABRIELLA SANTORO
BERLIN

RYAN LAVENDER
BERLIN

EDEN DEROSA
BETHEL

DANE COLE
BETHEL

D'ASIA DUNCAN
BLOOMFIELD

VAUGHN GLANVILLE
BLOOMFIELD

EMMA WALSH
BOLTON

ANDREW ROSE
BOLTON

DYLAN HALL
BRANFORD

CHASE BARONE
BRANFORD

KACEY OCHOA
BRIDGEPORT CENTRAL

KELSEY OCHOA
BRIDGEPORT CENTRAL

MAKAYLA BECHERVAISE
BRIEN MCMAHON

JAMES COHEN
BRIEN MCMAHON

NICOLE RIEMER
BRISTOL CENTRAL

JACKSON RAY
BRISTOL CENTRAL

JASE KOCZUR
BRISTOL EASTERN

KATE PATTERSON
BRISTOL EASTERN

HAYLIE MILLER
BROOKFIELD

BRADFORD SOLLOSE
BROOKFIELD

DAVID LOPEZ RAMIREZ
BULKELEY

SARA LEAL JIMENEZ
BULKELEY

AYDEE RODRIGUEZ
BULLARD HAVENS TECH

ANTHONY MURRAY
BULLARD HAVENS TECH

LINCEY BAZILE
BUNNELL

DOMINIC LAROS
BUNNELL

MIA WHILBY
CANTON

WILLIAM RYAN
CANTON



MAAME BOMSON
CAPITAL PREP

KAYDEN BROWN
CAPITAL PREP

MELANIE RIVERA
CHENEY TECH 

RYAN PIERCE
CHENEY TECH 

TYLIE LAWLESS
CHESHIRE

JAMES SUTHERLAND
CHESHIRE

TANIA TURNER
CLASSICAL MAGNET 

JACKSON MILLER
CLASSICAL MAGNET 

KAELYN CONNELL
COGINCHAUG

TOMMY WICKWIRE
COGINCHAUG

VICTORYA ZAHN
COMP SCI

AIDAN THAXTON
COMP SCI

FIONA CAMPBELL
CONARD

JULIAN WATSON
CONARD

AVA TOPLIFF
COVENTRY

BRAYDEN DUNN
COVENTRY

EVA ARTIOLI
CROMWELL 

PATRICK MONAHAN
CROMWELL 

LATIKA LAWRENCE
CROSBY

MILO MOFFETT
CROSBY

HANNAH TALBOTT
DANBURY

BEN MILLER
DANBURY

ELLA SPEERLI 
DANIEL HAND

ALEX KHACHERIAN
DANIEL HAND

ELISE HOLE
DARIEN

LUKE MIHOPOULOS
DARIEN

SOUZVEEN MEKAEL
DERBY

BROOKLYN FERNANDEZ
DERBY

LEAH HUGHES
E.O. SMITH

JASON CAO
E.O. SMITH

KASEY PIERZ
EAST CATHOLIC

MATTHEW MARTELLO
EAST CATHOLIC

KARINA BARAN
EAST GRANBY

THOMAS JACIUS
EAST GRANBY

MADELYN DANIELS
EAST HAMPTON

AIDEN NIDERNO
EAST HAMPTON

FARAH SHAHAB
EAST HARTFORD

JAVIC INTHARAKOUNXONE
EAST HARTFORD

MALLORY BONEY
EAST HAVEN

JOSHUA HUTCHINSON
EAST HAVEN

RUBY THOMS
EAST LYME

NICK CAMBI
EAST LYME





Or visit hhc247.org

Experience primary care
like never before. 24 hours,
7 days a week.

 HHC 24/7 offerspersonalizedcare 
at your convenience,
connecting you to a physician
on your schedule, without the
wait.



KASEY MACSATA
EAST WINDSOR
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EAST WINDSOR
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ELLINGTON
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ELLINGTON
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FORAN
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GLASTONBURY
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GLASTONBURY

JULIANA RODRIGUEZ
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ADRIEN STEPIEN
GOODWIN TECH

CATHERINE SHINE
GRANBY MEMORIAL

JOEL GONZALEZ
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GRASSO TECH
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GRASSO TECH

NINA SILVER
GREENWICH

NOAH CHASS
GREENWICH

BREANNE HARRAKA
GRISWOLD

KOLBY MILLS
GRISWOLD

EMMA CLIFFORD
GUILFORD

KELLEN RINEHART
GUILFORD

AMELIA RIGGS
HADDAM KILLINGWORTH

TETSUYA IMAI
HADDAM KILLINGWORTH

SARA EVANS
HALE RAY

ETHAN ROBINSON
HALE RAY

LUCINDA GWIAZDOSKI
HALL

BENJAMIN GOLDSTEIN
HALL



FELICITY POTKAY
HAMDEN

DYLAN GROFF
HAMDEN

KATELYN RODRIGUEZ
HARDING

EDUARDO CAMPOS
HARDING

VALERIA OLAVE VINCENT
HARTFORD PUBLIC

LEONARD RAMIREZ
HARTFORD PUBLIC

NAIYA NEWHOUSE
HMTCA 

MASON MACK
HMTCA 

REESE MCGARRITY
HOLY CROSS

JOHN PETROKAITIS
HOLY CROSS

MADELYN JOHNSON
HOUSATONIC REGIONAL

SILAS TRIPP
HOUSATONIC REGIONAL

HANNAH TROTMAN
IMMACULATE

RYAN BEVERLY
IMMACULATE

ADANYA PAUL
INNOVATION

ADRIAN ALMEIDA
INNOVATION

SIRENITY JOHNSON
INTERNATIONAL

CALEB CHIN
INTERNATIONAL

SIYA PRASHANT PATIL
JONATHAN LAW

AARUSH KATYAL
JONATHAN LAW

LEESHELL LIRIANO-ROSARIO
KENNEDY

MIGUEL PARRALES-RAMON
KENNEDY

JAYDEN DURAND 
KILLINGLY

AIDEN LAMOTTE
KILLINGLY

DOROTHY OLMSTEAD
LAKEVIEW

REIDE AUGUSTYN
LAKEVIEW

KATE JONES
LAURALTON HALL

ROWAN MCGRATH
LAURALTON HALL

FAITH DALTON
LEDYARD

LUCAS HEIDE
LEDYARD

JILLIAN TISO
LEWIS MILLS

GAGE KOSAK
LEWIS MILLS

LMARY PIRES
LYMAN HALL

ALAN REDFORD
LYMAN HALL

ELEANOR RODGERS
LYMAN MEMORIAL

JOSHUA CADY
LYMAN MEMORIAL

CHASE GILBERT
LYME-OLD LYME

TYLER CANN
LYME-OLD LYME

RILEY IVES
MALONEY

GRADY KILLEEN
MALONEY

GIANNA ONOFRIO
JOEL BARLOW
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LUCY ADAMS
NOTRE DAME PREP

EVANGELOS GOUNTAS
NOTRE DAME PREP

GAVIN NETHERCOTT
NOTRE DAME-WEST HAVEN

ALBERTO TORRES
NOTRE DAME-WEST HAVEN

SHEA BRICKETT
O'BRIEN TECH

EVAN BELAND
O'BRIEN TECH

EMMA COURTRIGHT
OLD SAYBROOK

CASEY DEANGELO
OLD SAYBROOK

SARAH BENCZKOWSKI
OXFORD

TRENT THERRIAULT
OXFORD

MADELYN WOODWARD
PARISH HILL

GRACIE PEARL
PARISH HILL

LAURISSA GEDNEY
PLAINFIELD

MASON MERCIER
PLAINFIELD

IMAN BILAL
PLAINVILLE

JULIAN STEWARD
PLAINVILLE

SAFAA AHMAD
PLATT

JUSTIN BUNNELL
PLATT

RYANIQUE KIRKLAND
PLATT TECH

PAUL CORSINI
PLATT TECH

MADELYN MARIANI
POMPERAUG

SOHAN NELAKUDITY
POMPERAUG

ELIZABETH BARR
PORTLAND

ALLISON TINE
PORTLAND

PAIGE PERRY
PUTNAM

NICK DEVLIN
PUTNAM

ELLIE BALLARD
RHAM

ROGER PRYOR
RHAM

MADELINE MCCARTAN
RIDGEFIELD

AIDAN NELSON
RIDGEFIELD

MOLLY WILSON
ROCKVILLE

CAROLINE BURG
ROCKVILLE

ARIANNA DALEY
ROCKY HILL

RYAN O'CONNELL
ROCKY HILL

CASSIDY MARCINCZYK
SEYMOUR 

RYAN DONG
SEYMOUR 

KAYLYNN CHEN
SHEEHAN

REID CARTER
SHEEHAN

OLIVIA HANISH
SHELTON

SEBASTIAN MATEI
SHELTON

CHRISTIANNE PERSSON
SHEPAUG VALLEY

JOSEPH DICKEY
SHEPAUG VALLEY



SOPHIA SMITH
SIMSBURY

MAXIM STOLOV
SIMSBURY

DAVID BENITEZ
SMSA

GIOVANNIA DALUSME
SMSA

MADELEINE DENNIS
SOMERS

EVAN POULIN
SOMERS

SOFIA HOLOVATSKA
SOUTH WINDSOR

BENJAMIN BOLDUC
SOUTH WINDSOR

JACQUELINE LIEBLER
SOUTHINGTON

ETHAN HOFFMAN
SOUTHINGTON

MORGHAN KUHN
ST. BERNARD

CONNER MCWILLIAMS
ST. BERNARD

JULIA NUNES
ST. JOSEPH

MICHAEL JONES
ST. JOSEPH

ZOLA CUDJOE
ST. PAUL CATHOLIC

JOHN SALGADO
ST. PAUL CATHOLIC

JILLIAN VERNEY
STAFFORD

SEAN PUGLISI
STAFFORD

CAL GILLIN
STAMFORD

GAVIN MARGERUM
STAMFORD

SARAH BOGDAN
STAPLES

JUSTIN HALKY
STAPLES

ABBY MAYORGA
STONINGTON

SEAN LORD
STONINGTON

HUDSON LYNCH
STRATFORD

MADISON VASQUEZ
STRATFORD

NUVIA TORRES-FLOREZ
SUFFIELD

NAYANDEEP TUMMALAPALLY
SUFFIELD

FALLON ROTH-PERREAULT
TERRYVILLE

DREW FOWLER
TERRYVILLE

MAKENZIE CHASSE
THOMASTON

G HUNGERFORD
THOMASTON

PENELOPE HARROLD
TOLLAND

BENJAMIN POPE
TOLLAND

ANGELINA CIESCO
TORRINGTON

BRENDAN KESKULA
TORRINGTON

ALEXIS ABELLARD
TRUMBULL 

DEAN JACKSON
TRUMBULL

ALEXA ISABELLA NEIL
UNIVERSITY

JETHRO SINCLAIR EHRLICH
UNIVERSITY

KELLYN KOLBER
VALLEY REGIONAL

PATRICK FINNEGAN
VALLEY REGIONAL



SOPHIA HOLT
VINAL TECH

ADAM CROSS
VINAL TECH

ZAYA HAGLUND
WATERFORD

ARTHUR DHERVILLY
WATERFORD

JULIA CAMPBELL
WATERTOWN

LUKAS LONGO
WATERTOWN

SANII TAYLOR
WTBY CAREER

ISAIAS RIVERA
WTBY CAREER

MILADY RIVERA
WEAVER 

JAMAL WILLIAMS
WEAVER 

JENNIFER NGO
WEST HAVEN

HUDSON AXELROD
WEST HAVEN

KATIE FORD
WESTBROOK

KYLE LEANDRI
WESTBROOK

ANGELA RUSSELL
WESTHILL

KESHAV KHANNA
WESTHILL

ALICE SULLIVAN
WESTON

MAXWELL LIPTON
WESTON

MADELYN WETHJE
WETHERSFIELD

LORELEI FRAZZINIKENDRICK
WETHERSFIELD

SOPHIE ZICHICHI
WHEELER

BRODEY PAPPAS
WHEELER

JAELIANY RODRIGUEZ
WHITNEY TECH

EZEQUIEL NEGRON
WHITNEY TECH

ZYESHA WALTON
WILBY

MY'AISHA BOSOMPRA
WILBY

ZANRI BARNETT
WILCOX TECH

JOSEPH RUSSO
WILCOX TECH

ELLERY WORST
WILTON

KIERAN WISEMAN
WILTON

KYBREE BARAN
WINDHAM

ALEXANDER AILLON POMO
WINDHAM

EVELYN SCHWARTZ
WINDSOR

SAMUEL NGUNDU
WINDSOR

ABIGAIL GUYETTE
WINDSOR LOCKS

PEYTON SMITH
WINDSOR LOCKS

GRESA AJRO
WOLCOTT

JOSEPH JAMES BRENES
WOLCOTT

KAYLA LATA GUAILLAZACA
WOLCOTT TECH

SANTINO FERRARI
WOLCOTT TECH

EMMA BUNK
WOODLAND

ERIK PULKKINEN
WOODLAND



OLIVIA TRACY
WOODSTOCK ACADEMY

THATCHER PATERSON
WOODSTOCK ACADEMY

BRIANNA CARRENO
WRIGHT TECH

BRIANNA PARKER
WRIGHT TECH

PARKER BERNDT
XAVIER

BENJAMIN ROMERO
XAVIER

ABI WEIDMAN
MERCY

BIANCA COUGHLIN
SACRED HEART ACADEMY

BAILEY BENTON
TOURTELLOTTE



At University of Hartford, you are surrounded by
people who see something extraordinary in you.
As a student-athlete, you’ll excel in competition and strive for
championships, while also being an honors student, active in clubs,
running for student government, landing a dream internship— 
even studying abroad! The result? You’ll graduate prepared to 
be a forward thinker, passionate leader, and active member in 
your community. 
Here, there is nothing stopping you from being you, at your most.

HARTFORD.EDU

YOUR PLANS,
AMPLIFIED
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	2026 Michael H. Savage Spirit of Sport Award
	Cam Soucy Tolland High School
	SCAN TO WATCH CAM’S STORY
	Cam Soucy, a Tolland high school senior boys soccer co-captain, and the Avon High School field hockey team are both recipients of the 2026 Michael H. Savage Spirit of Sport Award. Soucy and Avon Field Hockey become the 17th and 18th recipients of the distinguished annual award. The Michael H. Savage Spirit of Sport Award seeks to recognize individuals who exemplify the ideals of the positive spirit of sport that represent the core mission of education-based athletics. The award may be given in recognition of a specific act or an activity of longer duration. This is the first time in the award’s history that multiple honorees will be recognized in the same year.
	Cam Soucy, who along with his Tolland High teammates won a second consecutive CIAC Class M Boys Soccer State Championship in the fall of 2025, is a pediatric cancer survivor and inspiration to those who know his story. In 2013, just before his fifth birthday, he was diagnosed
	with Stage 4 neuroblastoma with metastasis. Neuroblastoma is a cancer of the nervous system. Cam’s tumor was on his adrenal gland and at time of diagnosis the cancer had metastasized throughout his body. The prognosis was bleak. Cam’s mother Jessica Soucy shares that on a neuroblastoma rating scale of zero to 30, “Zero indicating being cancer free and 30 being end of life care, Camden was a 28 at diagnosis.”
	Receiving treatment in both Hartford and Boston, Soucy had surgery to remove the tumor, underwent chemotherapy, antibody therapy, and radiation therapy, underwent a bone marrow transplant and needed two years of a maintenance drug to keep him cancer free. Tolland Head Boys Soccer Coach Michael Caccomo says, “To be able to look at Cam and call him our captain, and call him our leader, and to call him a state champion, I think it means the world.”
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