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CIAC BOARD OF CONTROL 

Officers 
Chair: Paul Newton, Enrico Fermi High School, Enfield 

Vice Chair: Margaret Williamson, N.W. Catholic High School, West Hartford 

Secretary: Daniel Sullivan, South Windsor High School 

Treasurer: Anthony Azzara, Sacred Heart High School, Waterbury 

 

Eligibility Committee 
Chair L: Beth Smith, Shelton High School 

M: Neil Rinaldi, Ellington High School 

S:Sheila Riffle, Old Saybrook High School 

At-large: Suzanne Koroshetz, Brien McMahon High School, Norwalk 

 Drew DiPippo, Canton High School 

 Joe Monroe, Wolcott High School    

AP At-large: Mike Sullivan, Assistant Principal, Darien High School 

WELCOME TO THE CIAC BOYS & GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Class Representatives 
L: Matt Ryan, East Hartford High School 

L: Eric Baim, Torrington High School 

M: Lee Panagoulias, Branford High School 

M: Mark Ambruso, Bacon Academy, Colchester 

S: Glenn Lungarini, Pomperaug High School, Southbury  

S: Brian Mignault, Ellis Tech. High School, Danielson 

AP At-large:  Stephen Patrina, Simsbury High School 

 
CIAC EXECUTIVE STAFF 
Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director 

Paul Hoey, Associate Executive Director 

Steve Wysowski, Assistant Executive Director 

Joseph Tonelli, Executive Staff 

Robert Lehr, Executive Staff 

Matt Fischer, Director of Technology Services 

Stephanie Ford, Director of Marketing 

Joel Cookson, Director of Media & Sports Information 

Karissa Neihoff 
Executive Director, CIAC 

Walt Zalaski 
Chair, CIAC Boys Basketball Committee 

Sheila Riffle 
Chair, CIAC Girls Basketball Committee 

Dave Maloney 
Girls Basketball Tournament Director 

On behalf of the 2014-2015 CIAC Boys and Girls Basketball Committees, we would like to welcome all of you to Mohegan Sun for 
this weekend’s state boys and girls state basketball finals.  Along with an exciting weekend of basketball with eight championships 
culminating three weeks of tournament action the committee is happy to honor eight individuals who have given numerous years 
of service to both boys and girls basketball in Connecticut: Joseph Tonelli, CIAC Assistant Executive Director and Director of the 
Officials Association; Steve Donahue, Official; John (Buddy) Chernovetz, Offical; Nicholas Augelli, Coach; Edward Faulkner, 
Coach; Diane Callis, Athletic Director; and Gary Makowici, Athletic Director. 
 
The basketball committees are thrilled to continue our relationship with Mohegan Sun which has helped create an atmosphere and 
venue for our finals that is second-to-none, and we are confident that the players, fans, and coaches will provide competition that 
is equal to this wonderful setting. Along with establishing a set of eligibility standards and a code of ethics that have enabled us to 
administer our competition in a fair and equitable manner, the basketball committee stresses the importance of sportsmanship for 
all of those taking part in this weekend’s festivities. Please support this effort by supporting the players,  officials and coaches in a 
positive manner and cheering for your team – not against their opponents. The 16 teams gathered here this weekend have survived 
the rigors of tournament play and deserve a great deal of credit for their achievements. Eight teams will be declared state 
champions, but we wish to think of all of the teams as champions for what they have gained playing this year. We are very proud of 
them all and salute the dedication and sacrifices they have made throughout this season and their entire careers. The basketball 
committees would like to sincerely congratulate all of the athletes who will be participating in this weekend’s championship games 
and wish to extend our gratitude to the hard-working members of both basketball committees, our tournament directors Jiggs 
Cecchini and Dave Maloney, our generous neutral-site hosts for the earlier rounds, the CIAC staff and our hosts at Mohegan Sun. 
 
Enjoy the finals! 
 
Sheila Riffle & Walt Zalaski 
Chairs, CIAC Girls and Boys Basketball Committees 

Paul Newton 
Chair, CIAC Board of Control 

Robert (Jiggs) Cecchini 
Boys Basketball Tournament Director 



 

Joe Tonelli is a 1962 graduate of Notre Dame High School, West Haven, 

where he was an outstanding baseball and basketball player.  He was 
the first all-state basketball player from Notre Dame High School and, 
in his senior year, he played in the New England High School 
Basketball Championships at the Boston Garden.  Upon graduating 
from high school, Joe was awarded a full scholarship at the University 
of South Carolina where he was a three year starter and captain of the 
Gamecocks baseball team. 

  
 After earning his BS degree in physical education and health, Joe 

returned to Connecticut and began his teaching and coaching career at 
South Catholic High School in Hartford.  There he was mentored by 
the legendary Joe Reilly.  In the Fall of 1967, Joe returned to his high 
school alma mater as a physical education teacher and head 
basketball coach.  For the next thirty-nine years, he remained at Notre 
Dame as a teacher, coach and director of athletics, a position he held 
for thirty years.  In addition to teaching and coaching at Notre Dame, 
he also was the assistant baseball coach at the University of New  

Haven for fourteen years with another legendary coach Frank “Porky” Vieira.  During his tenure, their 
teams went to eight Division II college World Series appearances.  While teaching and coaching Joe found 
time to complete his MS degree in physical education and health at Southern Connecticut State University. 
  
Joe’s coaching accomplishments earned his induction into the Connecticut High School Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame, the University of New Haven Hall of Fame, the Greater New Haven Diamond Club, the New 
Haven Tap Off Club and the Notre Dame High School Hall of Fame.  Joe has also been recognized by CIAC for 
his contributions to high school sports, receiving a Letter of Commendation and Citation, the highest award 
given by the association.  Additionally, he has been recognized by the National Interscholastic Athletic 
Administrators Association (NIAAA) with the “Tom Fredericks” Award of Excellence and the NIAAA 
Distinguished Service Award.  In December 2015, Joe will be inducted into the NIAAA National Hall of 
Fame.  Further, he was the recipient of the NIAAA Award of Merit, selected as the National High School 
Coaches Association Athletic Director of the Year, and received distinguished service awards from the 
Connecticut Association of Athletic Directors, NIAAA, and the National Federation of State High School 
Associations.  
  
Upon his retirement from Notre Dame in 2006, Joe joined the staff of CIAC as the director of officials and 
sport administrator for cross country, field hockey, indoor and outdoor track, ice hockey, and boys and girls 
lacrosse.  He is also the liaison to the seasons limitations committee and assistant tournament director for 
baseball.  He has earned the respect and admiration of officials in all sports statewide for his leadership of 
the CIAC Officials Association.  During his career, Joe has served on the CIAC Board of Control,  Eligibility 
Review Board, Seasons Limitations Committee, Officials Committee, Football Committee and Basketball 
Committee to name a few.  His service to CIAC has been exceptional. 
  
Joe and his lovely wife of forty-seven years, Joanne, reside in Milford, CT, and they have three children, Joe, 
Dawn and Jim, and six grandchildren, Ryan, Casey, Matteo, Grace, Caitlyn and Justin. 
  
The CIAC Girls and Boys Basketball Committees are pleased to honor Joseph Tonelli with the dedication of 
the 2015 Championships. 
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Fairfield Prep Jesuits Westhill Vikings 





South Windsor Bobcats Wilton Warriors 









Bunnell Bulldogs Naugatuck Greyhounds 





Capital Prep Trailblazers Northwest Catholic Indians 









Weaver Beavers Notre Dame Lancers 





Cromwell Panthers St. Joseph Cadets 









Valley Regional Warriors Sacred Heart Hearts 





Canton Warriors Thomaston Golden Bears 



The Connecticut Association of Schools is proud to 

announce a new partnership with the Connecticut 

Department of Transportation’s Highway Safety Office. 

The goal of the Connecticut Highway Safety Program is to 

prevent roadway fatalities and injuries as a result of 

crashes related to driver behavior.  

 

For the 2013-2014 high school athletic season, the 

Highway Safety Office will bring their ‘Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over’ and ‘One Text or Call Could Wreck it All’ 

messaging to state tournament games. We hope that by 

encouraging all athletes, families, fans and the entire 

community to drive sober and without distraction that we 

can help keep drivers and passengers safe and encourage 

responsible driving behavior. 


