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KEY DEFINITIONS 

 

 Ethnicity  Race Nationality Culture 

 

Identity 
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CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE 
EDUCATION:   

A TOOL FOR STUDENT CENTERED 
INSTRUCTION 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: WHAT MAKES 

STUDENTS ENGAGE IN  SCHOOL, TEACHING 
& LEARNING?  



 

 

CULTURALLY RELEVANT TEACHING/PEDAGOGY 

(CRT) 

 Culturally relevant teaching is a term created by Gloria 

Ladson-Billings (1994) to describe “a pedagogy that 

empowers students intellectually, socially, emotionally, 

and politically by using cultural referents to impart 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes.” 

Participating in culturally relevant teaching essentially 

means that teachers create a bridge between students’ 

home and school lives, while still meeting the 

expectations of the district and state curricular 

requirements.  

Culturally relevant teaching utilizes the backgrounds, 

knowledge, and experiences of the students to inform 

the teacher’s lessons and methodology. 
Coffey, H. Culturally relevant teaching.   
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CULTURALLY RELEVANT TEACHING (CRT): 

 
Considerations for application: 

Cultural 

High Affiliation  

Relevant 

Ecology 

Pedagogy 

Motivation  
 



GAP ANALYSIS: COMMON AND SHARED 

VISION OF CRT 

1) Current State 3) What’s 

creating or 

sustaining the 

gap? 

2) Desired State  

4) Possible means of closing the gap 



CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE EDUCATION:  
 THE POLITICAL FUNCTION 

 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  WHAT RESULTS 
FROM CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE 

EDUCATION?  



CULTURAL/SOCIAL CAPITAL  

“Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital refers to the collection of 
symbolic elements such as skills, tastes, posture, clothing, 
mannerisms, material belongings, credentials, etc. that one 
acquires through being part of a particular social class.  

 

Sharing similar forms of cultural capital with others—the same 
taste in movies, for example, or a degree from an Ivy League 
School—creates a sense of collective identity and group 
position (“people like us”).  

 

But Bourdieu also points out that cultural capital is a major 
source of social inequality. Certain forms of cultural capital are 
valued over others, and can help or hinder one’s social 
mobility just as much as income or wealth.”                   
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GAP ANALYSIS: SOCIAL CAPITAL 

1) Current State 3) What’s 

creating or 

sustaining the 

gap? 

2) Desired State  

4) Possible means of closing the gap 



CULTURAL RESPONSIVE EDUCATION:   
NECESSARY CAPACITY 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: WHAT DOES  

CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE PRACTICE 
LOOK LIKE, SOUND LIKE, AND FEEL LIKE? 



CRITICAL SELF-REFLECTION 

 Teachers knowing who they are 
as people, under-standing the 
contexts in which they teach, and 
questioning their knowledge and 
assumptions are as important as 
the mastery of techniques for 
instructional effectiveness.  

Critical racial and cultural 
consciousness should be coupled 
with self-reflection... 

 

Gay, G., & Kirkland, K. (2003). Developing cultural critical consciousness and self-reflection in preservice teacher education. Theory 
into practice, 42(3), 181-187. 

 



PRODUCTIVE ZONE OF DISEQUILIBRIUM 

(HEIFETZ, 2009, P29) 
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GAP ANALYSIS: 

INDIVIDUAL/COLLECTIVE 

REFLECTION 

1) Current State 2) What’s 

creating or 

sustaining the 

gap? 

3) Desired State  

4) Possible means of closing the gap 



CULTURALLY RELEVANT TEACHING: 
CONTEXT BASED 

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: WHAT IS 

CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE ABOUT YOUR 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY?  

 



LEADING THE CONDITIONS IN 

THE CONTEXT 

Practitioner 

o Awareness 

o Conversations 

o Strategies 

Classroom 

 Resource selection  

 Behavioral consequences 

 Lesson design 

Classroom extended 

 Homework  

 Parental involvement 

 



GAP ANALYSIS: SCHOOL AS A 

COMMUNITY 

1) Current State 3) What’s 

creating or 

sustaining the 

gap? 

2) Desired State  

4) Possible means of closing the gap 


