
The Skills21 Personal 
Interest Project - PIP

CAS
November 18, 2020



Who Are We?

Matt Mervis
Director

Liz Radday
Research Specialist

Brooke Matuszczak
Wamogo High School

Aimee Shuhart
Woodbury Middle School



The Skills21 model features a rich combination of 
challenge-based learning, professional development, 
experiential learning events, and Student Expo 
which together improve:

● Academic Gains 
● 21st Century Skill Mastery 
● STEM College and Career Attitudes 
● Ability to Work With Students from Different 

Backgrounds 

What is Skills21 at EdAdvance?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM77hdiIxpA


● Broken into 3 project phases
● 4 tasks per phase with how-to videos, 

artifact templates and collaboration 
prompts 

● Student project portfolio
● Teacher dashboard for teachers to track, 

manage and provide feedback
● PIP Challenge Doc and Expo

Personal Interest Project (PIP)



● Student choice
● Hands-on/active
● Incorporate collaboration
● Multiple ways to demonstrate learning
● Online, public profile for sharing
● Teacher management back end

Personal Interest Project (PIP)
Design Priorities







Phase 1 : Discover

Find Your Passions
● Answer a series of questions 

about your interests
● Have someone else answer the 

same questions about you
● Build a multimedia 

presentations about your 
passions

Learn Solve Make Do
● List project ideas that you can 

learn, solve, make, do
● Have someone else add their own 

ideas 
● Highlight your top 3 ideas

Project Refinement
● Answer some questions to further 

develop 2-3 project ideas
● Choose the PIP project you will 

complete

Project Proposal
● Write your project proposal for 

your final PIP project 

1 2

3 4



https://launch.skills21.org/teams/2611


https://launch.skills21.org/teams/2422


Phase 2 : CREATE

Investigate
● Conduct initial research to gather 

resources you may need in 
completing your project 

Tick Tock
● Create a time management plan 

by breaking your project into 
smaller pieces and setting 
deadlines for yourself

Ready, Set, Pitch
● Explain your project idea to 

someone else and record this 
pitch.

● Ask your audience for feedback 
and suggestions

Tell All About It
● Document your project process by 

adding posts to your Launchpad 
website 

1 2

3 4



https://launch.skills21.org/teams/2587


https://launch.skills21.org/teams/2589


Building 
Cabinets

https://launch.skills21.org/teams/2570


Phase 3 : Share

Who Are You?
● Build your Launchpad Profile by 

adding to your landing page and 
the About Met section

Lights, Camera, Action
● Create a short trailer or promo for 

your project that will go on your 
homepage.  This video should be 
between 15 and 45 seconds.

Your Final Pitch
● Present your final project to an 

audience.
● Ask for audience feedback on your 

presentation

How’d It Go?
● Reflect on your project process 

and final outcome.
● Ask someone else who saw your 

work to reflect on your process 
and project.

1 2

3 4



1. What surprised you during this project?  Was 
something easier/harder than you thought?  
Did you enjoy something more/less than you 
thought?  I was surprised how much goes into 
breeding betta fish. I was hoping to try this on 
my own but was very surprised how many 
babies can hatch. I would not know what to do 
with 300 baby fish especially since betta fish 
need to live solo. Link

https://launch.skills21.org/teams/2495


https://pip.skills21.org/teams/2440








● PIP Platform - pip.skills21.org
● PIP Outreach - skills21.org/pip
● PIP Showcase -skills21.org/pip-showcase

Essential Links

http://pip.skills21.org
http://skills21.org/pip
http://skills21.org/pip-showcase


QUESTIONS??

Contact us!
Liz radday@edadvance.org
Matt mervis@edadvance.org

Facebook ECSkills21
Insta @ECSkills
Twitter @ECSkills21

mailto:radday@edadvance.org
mailto:mervis@edadvance.org

