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How does Scotts Ridge 
Middle School 8th grade 

social studies work to include 
lessons about race and equity 
throughout the school year?



Presentation Goals
During this presentation, 
I’m hoping to...
1. Examine how SRMS 8th grade 

S.S. tries to include lessons on 
race/equity throughout the 
year

2. Reflect on the challenges and 
shortcomings of our approach

3. Think about the limits of a 
curricular approach generally



“The problem of 
the twentieth 
century is the 

problem of the 
color line.”

-Souls of Black Folk, 
W.E.B. DuBois (1903)



4 Pillars for SRMS 8th Grade
Systematic Inclusion Invest Time

Connect to present-day 
events

Seek out PD



Pillar #1 : S y s t em a t i c  I n c l u s i on



Pillar #2 : I n v es t  T i m e
Classroom time is a finite resource. Where you invest your 
time says a lot about your priorities.  

Quarter 2 : DBQ on Enslavement 
and the Constitution

Quarter 3 : DBQ on the Abolitionist 
Movement and its Strategies



Pillar #3 : P r es en t -da y  C on n ec t i on s
The “why” of social studies...understand the present. 



Pillar #4 : P r ofes s i on a l  D ev el opm en t
Don’t assume teachers know the history well. There’s a ton!!!



Pillar #4 : P r ofes s i on a l  D ev el opm en t
Experiencing the history if you’re going to teach it. 



Challenges and Shortcomings

❏ Teaching antiracism 
in a (relatively) non-
diverse setting

❏ “Black History” isn’t 
just “enslaved 
history”

❏ Balancing Curricular 
Demands



Legacy of Sheff v. O’Neill and the Limits of 
Teaching Antiracism in Segregated Schools



Opportunity Insights : Where you grow up 
Matters a lot



Legacy of Sheff v. O’Neill and the Limits of 
Teaching Antiracism in Segregated Schools



Contact Information

Email: 
tbroderick@ridgefieldps.net

Thomas Broderick
8th Grade S.S. 
Scotts Ridge Middle School
Ridgefield, CT

Classroom Phone: (203)-
894-5725 ext. 3105

Professional Website:
https://sites.google.com/view
/thomasbroderickteacherpag
e/home

https://sites.google.com/view/thomasbroderickteacherpage/home
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