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6 Key Steps to Implementing a Purposeful Play Model
(Joe Macrino- Principal of Oswegatchie Elementary School, Waterford, CT)

1.

Research
o Research supporting DAP & Purposeful Play
o The Fidelity Tool Teacher Checklist
i.  Start with the Classroom Environment
ii. Inventory resources / materials
iii.  Create consistency across classrooms
Kitchens, Blocks & Water Tables
o Purchased for every classroom
Play is on the Schedule
o Children start the day with opportunities to play in learning centers
Facilitate Learning
o Observe students in play
o Define adult roles in play
i.  Asking essential questions
ii.  Align play experiences with standards
iii. Experiment & have FUN!
Build Units of Study
o Bring in Coaches
o Connect Standards
Assessment
o Formative & Summative Data
o Student created “Play Plans” that support executive functioning and
document connections to learning

Research & Articles Referenced:

CT Office of Early Childhood Resource Library: https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Early-
Childhood-PreK-Grade-3

UCONN NEAG School Of Education Prek -3 Leadership Program

2022 NAEYC Article: The Power of Play in the Kindergarten Classroom

The Lively Kindergarten: Emergent Curriculum in Action, by Elizabeth Evans, and Kay

Stritzel Rencken

Harvard University: Center on the Developing Child- A Guide to Executive Function

Video: Kindergarten: Where Play and Learning Can Meet



https://forms.gle/tjUtLPn5F7Rb5sfE8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mFbAQLwjDNBo2XLHfWcD7NAe5WXzvHiXyHvIT8RJRAo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aolq7FsQsACShx8kCT85ZD8ggsghmFr-/view?usp=sharing
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Early-Childhood-PreK-Grade-3
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Early-Childhood-PreK-Grade-3
https://pk3leadership.uconn.edu/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ifU3gIb8wGJQI3GKN6njMFI-nDJ3fcG6/view?usp=sharing
https://devhcdc.wpengine.com/guide/a-guide-to-executive-function/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdvdfB_7838
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