TO:
Principals, Mathematics Department Chairs, Advanced Math or Computer Science Teachers, and Student Activities Directors
FROM:
Mike Buckley, Assistant Executive Director


RE:
Interscholastic Computer Programming Competition
DATE:
December 16, 2002
I’m pleased to report that the initiative to bring interscholastic computer programming competition to Connecticut high schools is alive and well and moving forward.  As a result of a unique partnership between the Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) and TopCoder, Inc., the leader in on-line programming competition and skill assessment, academically inclined students from your school will soon be able to showcase their technology skills and compete with their peers from other schools just as your student athletes compete in CAS/CIAC regulated sports. 
While we anticipate that the competition will promote interest in and the learning of Java, C++ or C#, the most widely used programming languages in the technology workplace today, your school’s participation does not require that you presently have a course in your program of studies that teaches these languages.  Some of your students already are proficient; others can gain these skills by participating in this academic activity.  The TopCoder competition platform allows unlimited practice time and competition at a variety of skill levels.  It also provides and/or directs students to resources to assist in the learning of the required programming languages.  The end result is consistent with the mission of CAS, an academic team sport that promotes excellence in mathematics and computer science and enhances teaching and learning in Connecticut’s schools.

I am writing to request that you do two things:
1. Log on the TopCoder web site (http://highschool.topcoder.com) to review the details of how schools compete, regular season and playoff schedules, and resources available to coaches and students.  If you like what you see, register your interest, and . . .
2. Put this correspondence into the hands of the appropriate teacher and support them in their effort to create a “team” to take part in this exciting new academic competition.  
(Over)
There are no costs to take part in the competition.  The season runs from March 8 to May 1 with state tournament semifinal and final rounds May 15 and 24.  Matches take place in real time (Thursdays at 3:00 p.m.) and students participate from your site. Access to the internet is the only requirement.  The Topcoder high school web site will be fully live and available for practice on January 17.
We are confident that the interest and excitement that has been generated at the intercollegiate level by TopCoder competitions can be replicated at the high school level, first here in Connecticut and eventually nationally.  We also see the potential for connecting students with programming talent to colleges and universities seeking the “brightest and best” for their computer science training programs.
In order to support teachers who may be interested in serving as coaches, CAS and TopCoder are sponsoring information sessions at CAS as follows: 
· January 15, 2003 at 3:00 p.m.
· January 22, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.

· January 29, 2003 at 3:00 p.m.

Please register in advance for the session you would like to attend.  You may do this on line at www.casciac.org or by completing the attached registration form and faxing it to Mike Buckley at CAS (1-203-250-1345).
Registration Form

TopCoder Coaches Information Session
Name_________________________School___________________________

Address_______________________Phone____________________________
______________________________Email____________________________                              
I am registering for (check one):  1/15______1/22______1/29 29______.
Directions to CAS:  From Danbury and points west, take I-84 east to exit 27 (I-691), take exit 3 (Route 10) off I-691, right at end of ramp on to Route 10 south, after approximately 1.5 miles turn left on to Realty Drive opposite T-Bowl Lanes.  From Hartford and points east, take I-84 west to exit 27 (I-691), take exit 3 (Route 10) off I-691, right at end of ramp on to Route 10 south and follow directions above.  From I-91 south or north, take I-691 in Meriden west to exit 3 (Route 10), at end of ramp turn left on to Route 10 south and follow directions above.
