To: Athletic Directors 
From: Dan Scavone, CMAA
Subject: Winter Season Reminders 2025 - 2026
Please share this information with your coaches

Sports Packets 
Please take the time to review the online sports packets found on https://ciac.fpsports.org/Default.aspx which include sports specific information and important State Tournament Information. 
Schedule Changes and Procedures using Arbiter
Inclement weather will play a role in the necessity to reschedule contests. I would like to remind you that contests that are postponed to the day of, whether it be due to weather or a bus cancellation, still require game officials and assignors to be notified by phone in addition to any email notification you send. Not all officials have access to the internet during the workday and may not receive a change via an email. Also, contacting the assignors about possible good days to make up the contest is always necessary practice, given that all officials groups are experiencing shortages of officials. In terms of long-term non-emergency-related changes, we continue to ask for your cooperation in keeping these at a minimum only for valid unforeseen and unavoidable reasons. Many school districts across the state are still experiencing severe shortages in bus drivers Therefore games having to be postponed due to bus cancellations will be categorized as Weather or Emergency Related requiring only a minimum of two hours notice for officials and assignors prior to the game start time. This adjustment in our agreement between member schools and official’s groups will be in effect for the 2025-26 school year. This will be communicated to all spring official’s groups.
 Procedures on postponing/canceling or moving games in Arbiter


Please do not just go and move a game or remove a game without the assignor’s being able to accept the change.

If you move a game without the assignor accepting this change, the following issues will happen.
1.        The officials do not have a chance to accept or decline this new game change, whether it be to another date, another site or another time.  If the official(s) are blocked for that day, they will not be showing up to your game, they will just ignore this game because they never had the opportunity to decline this change.
2.        This will cause officials to be double- booked. The officials will be at the game assignment that they are able to accept. The school that did not follow the proper procedure on moving games will be without officials.

If you remove a game from the arbiter the incorrect way, this takes the game completely off the assignor’s side of the arbiter and will cause the following issues:
1.        If there are already officials assigned and the game is no longer on their schedule, they may just block the day; thinking they are no longer needed. This will lead to having other schools to find another date for their game because it will be showing up that no more officials are available.

The correct procedure to remove a game is to make sure that it is put into the TBA status or just postpone/cancel the game, and then wait a week and remove it.

Lastly, in terms of long-term non-emergency related changes, we continue to ask for your cooperation in keeping these at a minimum only for valid unforeseen and unavoidable reasons. 
Disqualification Reports

Schools must submit a disqualification report for any player or coach that is ejected from any contest on the Frosh, JV or Varsity level and notify their next opponent or opponents (player – 1 game suspension, coach – 2 game suspension). It can be accessed in the eligibility center under Disqualifications 

          https://ciac.fpsports.org/Eligibility/Disqualifications.aspx  
A separate report must be filed for each ejection. It is not necessary to report ejections that occur in middle school games, scrimmages or jamborees. Also, please be aware of the policy for Coaches receiving a disqualification: When a coach is ejected from any CIAC contest the coach is ineligible to participate in the next two contests at the same level of play (even if the next two contests do not occur until league or CIAC tournament play or next year). If one or more different level contests are scheduled prior to the next two contests at the same level of play, the coach shall be ineligible to participate in the next two contests at each level of play. The ejected coach cannot be in attendance at the games for which he/she is serving their suspension. In addition, all coaches who are disqualified at any level will be suspended for the next two games, take two NFHS coaching courses (“Teaching and Modeling Behavior” and “Sportsmanship”) and the school will pay a $50 fine. In addition to the two-game suspension and fine, the CIAC reserves the right to review any incident that results in a coach’s disqualification and may assess additional game suspensions up to and including a one-year ban. The fine and proof of taking the coaching courses must be submitted to the CIAC office before the coach can resume his coaching responsibilities. Before submitting the report, please read over all the information for accuracy. The officials also submit ejection reports through their assignors to CIAC. The report from the officials, when uploaded into the system, notifies the principal and athletic director of the offending school. Please be aware that the school is responsible for knowing when one of their athletes or coaches is ejected and must comply with all disqualification regulations, even if the school or the official does not submit the disqualification report in a timely manner. This is especially important on weekends, holidays, school vacations and when the CIAC office is closed. If you are unsure of an ejection, please seek confirmation from the official(s) before they leave the game site. 
There are NO appeals on ejections, once the officials leave the game site. Disqualification is a judgment call by an official and as such is not appealable. Until the officials leave the game site, they are in charge and may take any action deemed to be appropriate, even to the extent of reversing an earlier decision to eject a player or coach.  Therefore, if the head coach and / or athletic director requests, in a courteous manner, to further discuss the ejection after the game, we suggest that officials entertain that discussion, since once the officials leave the site all decisions by the game officials are final. Whenever possible, both schools (coaches on site) must be made fully aware of all final decisions on game disqualifications. Lastly, NFHS rules prohibit the use of video to review the call.
 The entire DQ / Ejection regulation is on pages 95 - 100 in the CIAC Handbook and can be accessed at this link.  https://ciac.fpsports.org/resources/Resources/Handbook.pdf
Sportsmanship 

Since student athletes and spectators often take their lead from the coaches, please remind them of their responsibilities as role models for good sportsmanship prior to the game, during the game, after the game, and in their post-game comments to the media. Be positive and refrain from criticizing players, coaches, and game officials in the media, including social media. The expectation is that coaches will remind their players about their sportsmanship responsibilities with respect to their opponents and the game officials.
The Boys and Girls CIAC Basketball Committees have asked Officials Boards to implement the follow:

 Unsporting Technical Fouls – For the upcoming 2025-26 season, the CIAC seeks to gather data regarding the frequency of unsporting technical fouls assessed, as well as to identify the schools, coaches and players involved. Please note that administrative technical fouls - such as those resulting from scoring errors or pre-game dunking – are not within the scope of this inquiry.

Accordingly, we ask each CT IAABO Board to undertake the following actions: 

1. Starting with the 2025-26 season, officials will be required to submit information about unsporting fouls ruled in varsity games to a designated leader at their respective local IAABO Board. This information should include the school, coach and/or varsity player’s name.

2. Following the conclusion of post-season conference tournaments, an appointed leader from the local IAABO Board shall submit a comprehensive summary report detailing all unsporting fouls adjudicated by the respective local IAABO Board during the 2025-26 season.  

Rules Interpretation 

Thank you for your participation in all the rules interpretation meetings. Those meetings were recorded and posted on each individual sports page of our website. During the season, if there is ever a need to get a clarification on a rule, please contact your local rules interpreter for that sport and not the state interpreter. If you are not sure who that person might be, your assignor can help put you in contact with that individual.
          Good luck to all your teams and have a great winter season! 
Dan
