
To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Nicholas Rembish, a senior at Saint Bernard High School and captain of the Eastern 
Connecticut Eagles ice hockey team. I am writing to the CIAC Ice Hockey Committee on behalf 
of myself, my teammates, and our program regarding our eligibility for the 2025–2026 CIAC Ice 
Hockey State Tournament. 

I am unable to understand the circumstances surrounding our current eligibility status. I believe 
that we have been honest and fair, that there are compelling reasons that demonstrate why our 
team deserves to participate. Based on past CIAC decisions and the guidelines in place, our 
situation meets the eligibility standards—and our exclusion would be inconsistent with previous 
decisions. 

The Eastern Connecticut Eagles are a program made up of multiple schools in our region. This is 
due to the fact that no single school has enough players to field a full roster, this co-op is 
essential for us to continue playing competitive hockey.  

As a co-op, players travel from towns all across the region—often leaving school early, rushing 
through homework, and spending countless hours on the road—just for the chance to be together 
on the ice. It isn’t easy, but we do it because this team means everything to us. The sacrifices 
each player makes show our love for the game and the bond we share as teammates. We aren’t 
just a group of players from different schools—we’re a family built on dedication, heart, and the 
shared dream of representing the Eagles. The countless time and dedication shows how much 
this team really means to each and every one of us players. We want nothing more than to be 
able to play together, standing by each other's side, having the same opportunities as the other 
teams to compete for a state title. 

You say you strive for growth and inclusion in the game of hockey, and while I understand the 
need for the rule set for roster limits, I feel as if it shouldn’t be so black and white. While I know 
we personally are near our upper limit, you have to take into account factors that are behind the 
scene. Hockey is not very popular in our region, it is not easily accessible for the kids who love 
to play the game. We have kids traveling over fourty-five minutes everyday for practice. We 
have to form a co-op just to be able to give the opportunity to all of us student athletes to 
compete. We don’t have the same access as all surrounding areas, year after year it is a struggle 
to find our true number due to the fact there are athletes coming from so many different schools. 
We count on direct communication to even hear about incoming players, which is not always 
granted to us. Without a co-op there would be no opportunity to play hockey, but because of the 
co-op we have no opportunity to compete in the state tournament. We want to have the same 
opportunities as everyone else, the same treatment across the whole board. 



Hockey has been a defining part of my life for fourteen years, and I have proudly represented the 
Eagles for the past four. As captain for the last two, I feel a responsibility to stand up for my 
teammates. Each of them works hard, competes with integrity, and represents their schools and 
our program with pride. Our coaching staff, led by Coach Kris Bertelli, emphasizes not only skill 
and competitiveness, but also sportsmanship, respect, and character. These are the values we 
believe the CIAC also stands for. 

Coach Bertelli has taught me that it is important to stand up for what is right. Being our coach, 
he wants to teach us not only to become better hockey players, but to become better men. Men 
who show willingness to fight, exemplify the values of integrity and compassion for not only 
ourselves but others around us. If you were to ask me if I would be in this position four years 
ago, writing to the CIAC Board on behalf of the Eagles, I would not believe you. But my coach 
has taught me growth in my life, showing that I have no reason to be afraid in standing up for 
what is deserving for me, as well as my team. It is my duty as captain to represent my team, it 
would be wrong of me to not show my efforts for my teammates, showing them that we are 
deserving of this position. 

For me, this season means everything. I’ve played hockey for the past 14 years—it’s been my 
passion, my outlet, and a huge part of who I am. As a senior, the chance to compete for a state 
championship would mean the world to me. It’s not just about winning; it’s about having 
something to fight for, something to leave my whole heart on. This could be the last time I ever 
get to play the game I love, and I know that’s true for many of my teammates as well. We don’t 
know what the future holds—some of us hope to keep playing in college, but the reality is that 
this might be our final chapter. To have the opportunity to chase a state title together would be 
the perfect way to close out our journey—a chance to honor all the years, effort, and love we’ve 
poured into this game. 

Last season marked the first time in many years that the Eagles were eligible for the state 
tournament. That opportunity gave our players something to strive toward—a tangible goal that 
inspired dedication and unity. Competing for a state title is about much more than winning; it’s 
about giving student-athletes a fair and meaningful opportunity to grow through the game they 
love. 

On behalf of the Eastern Connecticut Eagles, I respectfully ask that the committee reconsider our 
eligibility and allow us the same opportunity granted to other programs under similar conditions. 
We are a team that embodies commitment, leadership, sportsmanship, and integrity. We simply 
ask for fairness, consistency, and the chance to compete. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,​
Nicholas Rembish, Captain Eastern Connecticut Eagles, Saint Bernard High School 



 


