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On behalf of the 2021-2022 CIAC Boys and Girls Basketball Committees we would like to welcome all of
you to the Mohegan Sun for this weekend’s state boys and girls basketball finals. Along with an exciting
weekend of basketball with ten championships culminating three weeks of tournament action, the
Committee is happy to honor an illustrious group of individuals that have given numerous years of service
to both boys and girls basketball in Connecticut.

The basketball committee is thrilled to continue our relationship with Mohegan Sun which has helped
create an atmosphere and venue for our finals that is second-to-none. We know the players, fans, and
coaches will provide competition that is equal to this wonderful setting. Along with establishing a set of
eligibility standards and a code of ethics that has enabled us to administer our competition in a fair and
equitable manner, the basketball committees stress the importance of sportsmanship from all those taking
part in this weekend’s festivities. Please support this effort by supporting the players, officials and
coaches in a positive manner and cheering for your team, not against the opponents.

The twenty teams gathered here this weekend have survived the rigors of tournament play and deserve a
great deal of credit for their achievements. Ten teams will be declared state champions, but we wish to
think of all the teams as champions for what they have gained playing this year. We are very proud of
them all and salute the dedication and sacrifices they have made throughout this season and their entire
careers.

The basketball committees would like to sincerely congratulate all of the athletes who will be participating
in this weekend’s championship games and wish to extend our gratitude to the hard-working members of
both basketball committees, our tournament directors, Joe Canzanella and Dave Schultz, our generous
neutral-site hosts for earlier rounds, the staff at the CIAC and our hosts at Mohegan Sun.

Enjoy the finals.
Margaret Williamson & Gary Franklin
Chairs, CIAC Girls and Boys Basketball Committees
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2021-2022

BOYS basketball committee

Administrators

Gary Franklin, N.W. Reg. High School, Winsted - Chair

Erik Patchkofsky, New Haven Public Schools

Neal Curland, AP, Stonington High School

Frank Rossi, Clinton Public Schools

Vin DeNuzzo, East Haven High School

Peter Wininger, Bristol Central High School

Coaches

Gregg Hunt, Wamogo Reg. High School, Litchfield

Nick Augelli, Crosby High School

Reggie Tucker, Classical Magnet High School, Hartford

John Mirabello, N.W. Catholic High School, West Hartford

Colin Devine, Staples High School, Westport

John DeGennaro, Masuk High School, Monroe

Consultants

Robert Cecchini, East Granby

Dave Schulz, Fairfield –Tournament Director

Rich Hadden, Farmington

Dan Scavone, Hamden - Assistant Tournament Director (Officials)

Peter Carroll, Stratford (Officials)

Matt Perachi, Shepaug Valley High School, Washington - CAAD

Kevin Burke, Bacon Academy, Colchester – CAAD

Gregg Simon, CIAC

Joe Velardi, CIAC
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2021-2022

GIRLS basketball committee

Administrators

Margaret Williamson, St. Mary School, Simsbury – Chair

Dan Sullivan, Putnam Public Schools

Jayme Beckham, Abbott Tech. High School, Danbury

Matt Forker, Stamford High School

Coaches

Shaun Russell, East Hampton High School

Amanda Forcucci, Hamden High School

Tim Kohs, Mercy High School, Middletown

Catrina Hawley Stewart, Hillhouse High School, New Haven

Chris Lindwell, St. Joseph High School, Trumbull

Consultants

Charlene Shepard, New Britain (Officials)

Joe Canzanella, New Haven – Tournament Director

David Grossman, Middletown – Assistant Tournament Director (Officials)

Elisha DeJesus, Middletown High School – CAAD

Fred Williams, N.W. Reg. High School, Winsted – CAAD

Tom Murray, Branford

Gregg Simon, CIAC

Joe Velardi, CIAC
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It has been a love affair for the ages; not
just with each other, but Frank and Sheila
Beneski of West Suffield love high school
basketball. It goes back to Frank’s high
school days when he and Sheila’s brother,
Dan were teammates on the 1959-60
Suffield High team that won the state
tournament. He also participated in
baseball and soccer, where he was a
member of the 1958 team that was a co-
state champion. Then came Frank’s
brother Ted, himself a star three-sport
athlete at Suffield High and they were
present for nearly every game of Ted’s
high school career.With that, a love of the
sport reached epic proportions.

It was not uncommon for Frank and Sheila
to see 125 games per year. While they
have attended the Women’s Final Four
regularly since the 1990’s, it is the high
school game that they enjoy so much.
They became connoisseurs of the sport,

planning out their trips early in the week to seek which games across the state would
be best. Whether it be a nearby tilt in Hartford or a much longer trip to Stamford or
Fairfield, if the game is good, the Beneski’s will be there.

They knew just about every coach in the state, the players, almost every referee
doing the game, most of the basketball writers, school administrators, and tons of
other fans that they had met during their 45 years of following high school
basketball. It was unanimously agreed that if Frank and Sheila were there you were
at the best game in the state!

Frank & Sheila Beneski



Frank is a 1960 graduate of Suffield
High School. He matriculated to
the University of Hartford where he
was training to be a math teacher
until he turned to actuarial studies.
He joined Connecticut General
Life Insurance Company (now
CIGNA) where he worked for 32
years, retiring in 1995.

Sheila is a graduate of Our Lady of
the Angels Academy, formerly of
Enfield, Connecticut. She then
attended Bay Path College where
she earned an associate degree in
science. She worked as a medical
secretary until she left the
workforce to raise her two sons,
Tim and Peter.

The couple were married in 1964, and just after Peter was born in 1968, the Beneski
family moved to East Granby, where they lived for over twenty years before they
returned to West Suffield. Their son Tim was formerly the freshman girls basketball
coach at Enfield High School; he previously coached at Avon Old Farms School.
Tim and his wife Cara live in West Suffield with their four sons, Chancey, Jake,
Seamus, and Eamon. Peter passed away in 2002.

The Beneski’s have been involved in a number of civic roles. Most recently Frank and
Sheila were instrumental in founding the Suffield Athletic Hall of Fame, where Frank
served as President and Sheila as secretary. Frank is a member of the Hall of Fame as
an individual and as part of the 1960 State Championship Basketball Team.

In September of 2019, Sheila was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and the First
Lady of Connecticut High School Basketball died on January 17, 2020.

Frank & Sheila Beneski
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saturday, march 19, 2022
session 1

10:00 am

boys division 5

windham high school

vs

SPORT AND MEDICAL SCIENCES ACADEMY - HARTFORD

12:30 pm

girls class s

Thomaston High School

vs

Coventry High School

3:00 pm

boys division 3

KOLBE CATHEDRAL HIGH SCHOOL - BRIDGEPORT

vs

DANIEL HAND HIGH SCHOOL - MADISON
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saturday, march 19, 2022
session 2

6:15 pm

girls class l

NEWINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

vs

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL - FAIRFIELD

8:15 pm

boys division II

Bristol Central High School

vs

NORTHWEST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL - WEST HARTFORD
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sunday, march 20, 2022
session 3

10:00 am

girls class m

Holy Cross High School - waterbury

vs

Bacon Academy - Colchester

12:30 pm

boys division 4

GRANBY HIGH SCHOOL

vs

BLOOMFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

3:00 pm

girls class MM

ST JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL - TRUMBULL

vs

SACRED HEART ACADEMY - HAMDEN
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sunday, march 20, 2022
session 4

6:15 pm

girls class ll

WILTON HIGH SCHOOL

vs

EAST HARTFORD HIGH SCHOOL

8:15 pm

boys division I

Notre Dame High School - West Haven

vs

EAST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL - MANCHESTER
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